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“While You Were Sleeping” 

Mark 4:26-29 

 

 

 I. Jesus used farming as an analogy for the kingdom of heaven. 

 

 

 A. Jesus tells a story that is a parable.  

 

 B. The parable has four parts: 

 

1. The man casts seed on the soil. 

 

2. The seed sprouts and grows all by itself. 

 

3. The soil yields a crop. 

 

4. There is a harvest that is produced. 

 

 

 II. God sends His word out and the sent-forth word accomplishes a purpose. 

 

 

 A. God is the One who sends His word out. 

 

 B. His word has an impact upon the souls of people. 

 

 C. God always has a purpose that He accomplishes by sending His word out. 

 

 

1. It hardens unrepentant sinners. 

 

2. It brings salvation to repentant sinners. 

 

3. It matures those to whom salvation has come. 

 

4. It does other things that we simply do not realize. 

 

 

(Isaiah 6:8-13; 55:6-11; Jeremiah 7:16; 14:11-12; 15:1-2; Ezekiel 3:4-7; Amos 8:11-12; Matthew 

13:10-17; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; Hebrews 1:1-4; 4:1-2, 7; 2 Peter 1:19-21) 

 

 

By faith, we should accept God’s word and strive to obediently follow it no matter the outcome. 

 

 

 

 

Scripture References and Notes 



 

Isaiah 55:6-11 
6 Seek the LORD while He may be found, Call upon Him while He is near. 7 Let the wicked forsake his way, 

And the unrighteous man his thoughts; Let him return to the LORD, And He will have mercy on him; And to 

our God, For He will abundantly pardon. 8 "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My 

ways," says the LORD. 9 "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, 

And My thoughts than your thoughts. 10 "For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven, And do not 

return there, But water the earth, And make it bring forth and bud, That it may give seed to the sower And bread 

to the eater, 11 So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me void, But it shall 

accomplish what I please, And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

Hebrews 1:1-4 
1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in these 

last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the 

worlds; 3 who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things 

by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 

on high, 4 having become so much better than the angels, as He has by inheritance obtained a more excellent 

name than they. 

 

2 Peter 1:19-21 
19 And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light that shines in a dark 

place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts; 20 knowing this first, that no prophecy of 

Scripture is of any private interpretation, 21 for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God 

spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 

 

1 Thessalonians 2:13 

For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word of God which you 

heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also 

effectively works in you who believe. 

 

Jeremiah 15:1-2 
1 Then the LORD said to me, "Even if Moses and Samuel stood before Me, My mind would not be favorable 

toward this people. Cast them out of My sight, and let them go forth. 2 And it shall be, if they say to you, 'Where 

should we go?' then you shall tell them, 'Thus says the LORD: "Such as are for death, to death; And such as are 

for the sword, to the sword; And such as are for the famine, to the famine; And such as are for the captivity, to 

the captivity." ' 

 

Jeremiah 7:16 

"Therefore do not pray for this people, nor lift up a cry or prayer for them, nor make intercession to Me; for I 

will not hear you. 

 

Jeremiah 14:11-12 
11 Then the LORD said to me, "Do not pray for this people, for their good. 12 "When they fast, I will not hear 

their cry; and when they offer burnt offering and grain offering, I will not accept them. But I will consume them 

by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence." 

 

Ezekiel 3:4-7 
4 Then He said to me: "Son of man, go to the house of Israel and speak with My words to them. 5 For you are 

not sent to a people of unfamiliar speech and of hard language, but to the house of Israel, 6 not to many people 

of unfamiliar speech and of hard language, whose words you cannot understand. Surely, had I sent you to them, 

they would have listened to you. 7 But the house of Israel will not listen to you, because they will not listen to 

Me; for all the house of Israel are impudent and hard-hearted. 



 

Amos 8:11-12 
11 "Behold, the days are coming," says the Lord GOD, "That I will send a famine on the land, Not a famine of 

bread, Nor a thirst for water, But of hearing the words of the LORD. 12 They shall wander from sea to sea, And 

from north to east; They shall run to and fro, seeking the word of the LORD, But shall not find it. 

 

Isaiah 6:8-13 
8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: "Whom shall I send, And who will go for Us?" Then I said, "Here 

am I! Send me." 9 And He said, "Go, and tell this people: 'Keep on hearing, but do not understand; Keep on 

seeing, but do not perceive.' 10 "Make the heart of this people dull, And their ears heavy, And shut their eyes; 

Lest they see with their eyes, And hear with their ears, And understand with their heart, And return and be 

healed." 11 Then I said, "Lord, how long?" And He answered: "Until the cities are laid waste and without 

inhabitant, The houses are without a man, The land is utterly desolate, 12 The LORD has removed men far 

away, And the forsaken places are many in the midst of the land. 13 But yet a tenth will be in it, And will return 

and be for consuming, As a terebinth tree or as an oak, Whose stump remains when it is cut down. So the holy 

seed shall be its stump." 

 

Matthew 13:10-17 
10 And the disciples came and said to Him, "Why do You speak to them in parables?" 11 He answered and said 

to them, "Because it has been given to you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has 

not been given. 12 For whoever has, to him more will be given, and he will have abundance; but whoever does 

not have, even what he has will be taken away from him. 13 Therefore I speak to them in parables, because 

seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand. 14 And in them the prophecy of 

Isaiah is fulfilled, which says: 'Hearing you will hear and shall not understand, And seeing you will see and not 

perceive; 15 For the hearts of this people have grown dull. Their ears are hard of hearing, And their eyes they 

have closed, Lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, Lest they should understand with 

their hearts and turn, So that I should heal them.' 16 "But blessed are your eyes for they see, and your ears for 

they hear; 17 for assuredly, I say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and 

did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it. 

 

Hebrews 4:1-2, 7 
1 Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest, let us fear lest any of you seem to have come short of 

it. 2 For indeed the gospel was preached to us as well as to them; but the word which they heard did not profit 

them, not being mixed with faith in those who heard it.  
7b … "Today," after such a long time, as it has been said: "Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not harden your 

hearts." 

 

 

*Unless otherwise noted, all Scriptures are from the New King James Version. 

*You may access the sermon outline on the church website at https://www.firstbaptistcp.com/sermon-archive/. 

 

 


