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Followers of the Evil One 

John 8:37-47 

 

 

 I. Satan has an army of followers who assist him in doing his work. 

 

 

 A. He has fallen angels who willingly follow him.  

 

 B. He has people who actively serve him. 

 

 

(Matthew 4:23-24; 17:14-18; 8:16; 25:41; Mark 1:21-27; Luke 8:26-33; 13:10-13; 22:3; Acts 13:6-

10; 16:16-18; 26:17-18; Romans 16:17-18; 1 Corinthians 5:5; 7:5; 2 Corinthians 11:13-15; 1 

Thessalonians 2:18; 1 Timothy 1:20; 5:13-15; 2 Timothy 2:24-26; Revelation 12:1-4) 

 

 

 II. The devil captivates people in different ways. 

 

 

 A. The first way he captivates is by lostness. 

 

 B. The second way he captivates is by sinfulness. 

 

 C. The third way he captivates is by subverting the word of God. 

 

 

(Luke 8:5-8, 11-15; 2 Peter 2:1-3; 18-19) 

 

 

 

 

Scripture References and Notes 

 

Mark 1:21-27 
21 Then they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath He entered the synagogue and taught. 
22 And they were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 
23 Now there was a man in their synagogue with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, 24 saying, "Let us alone! 

What have we to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth? Did You come to destroy us? I know who You are--the Holy 

One of God!" 25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be quiet, and come out of him!" 26 And when the unclean 

spirit had convulsed him and cried out with a loud voice, he came out of him. 27 Then they were all amazed, so 

that they questioned among themselves, saying, "What is this? What new doctrine is this? For with authority He 

commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey Him." 

 

Luke 8:26-33 
26 Then they sailed to the country of the Gadarenes, which is opposite Galilee. 27 And when He stepped out on 

the land, there met Him a certain man from the city who had demons for a long time. And he wore no clothes, 

nor did he live in a house but in the tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out, fell down before Him, and with 

a loud voice said, "What have I to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg You, do not torment 



me!" 29 For He had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For it had often seized him, and he 

was kept under guard, bound with chains and shackles; and he broke the bonds and was driven by the demon 

into the wilderness. 30 Jesus asked him, saying, "What is your name?" And he said, "Legion," because many 

demons had entered him. 31 And they begged Him that He would not command them to go out into the abyss. 
32 Now a herd of many swine was feeding there on the mountain. So they begged Him that He would permit 

them to enter them. And He permitted them. 33 Then the demons went out of the man and entered the swine, and 

the herd ran violently down the steep place into the lake and drowned. 

 

Matthew 17:14-18 
14 And when they had come to the multitude, a man came to Him, kneeling down to Him and saying, 15 "Lord, 

have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and suffers severely; for he often falls into the fire and often into 

the water. 16 So I brought him to Your disciples, but they could not cure him." 17 Then Jesus answered and said, 

"O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I bear with you? Bring him 

here to Me." 18 And Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of him; and the child was cured from that very 

hour. 

 

Luke 13:10-13 
10 Now He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. 11 And behold, there was a woman who had a 

spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bent over and could in no way raise herself up. 12 But when Jesus saw 

her, He called her to Him and said to her, "Woman, you are loosed from your infirmity." 13 And He laid His 

hands on her, and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God. 

 

Luke 22:3 

Then Satan entered Judas, surnamed Iscariot, who was numbered among the twelve. 

 

Matthew 4:23-24 
23 And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and 

healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people. 24 Then His fame went throughout all 

Syria; and they brought to Him all sick people who were afflicted with various diseases and torments, and those 

who were demon-possessed, epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed them. 

 

Matthew 8:16 

When evening had come, they brought to Him many who were demon-possessed. And He cast out the spirits 

with a word, and healed all who were sick… 

 

Acts 16:16-18 
16 Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination met us, 

who brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling. 17 This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying, 

"These men are the servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation." 18 And this she 

did for many days. But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, "I command you in the name of 

Jesus Christ to come out of her." And he came out that very hour. 

 

Acts 13:6-10 
6 Now when they had gone through the island to Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew 

whose name was Bar-Jesus, 7 who was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, an intelligent man. This man called 

for Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word of God. 8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for so his name is 

translated) withstood them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from the faith. 9 Then Saul, who also is called 

Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him 10 and said, "O full of all deceit and all fraud, you son of 

the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease perverting the straight ways of the Lord? 

 

2 Corinthians 11:13-15 



13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. 14 And no 

wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is no great thing if his 

ministers also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according to their works. 

 

Romans 16:17-18 
17 Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you 

learned, and avoid them. 18 For those who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and 

by smooth words and flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple. 

 

“Satan is most effective in the church when he comes not as an open enemy, but as a false friend; not when he 

persecutes the church, but when he joins it; not when he attacks the pulpit, but when he stands in it.” 

– John MacArthur, 2 Corinthians, 371. 

 

2 Timothy 2:24-26 
24 And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, patient, 25 in humility correcting 

those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may know the truth, 26 and 

that they may come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil, having been taken captive by him to do his 

will. 

 

Acts 26:17-18 
17 I will deliver you from the Jewish people, as well as from the Gentiles, to whom I now send you, 18 to open 

their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may 

receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.' 

 

1 Corinthians 7:5 

Do not deprive one another except with consent for a time, that you may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; 

and come together again so that Satan does not tempt you because of your lack of self-control. 

 

1 Timothy 5:13-15 
13 And besides they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to house, and not only idle but also gossips 

and busybodies, saying things which they ought not. 14 Therefore I desire that the younger widows marry, bear 

children, manage the house, give no opportunity to the adversary to speak reproachfully.  
15 For some have already turned aside after Satan. 

 

1 Thessalonians 2:18 

Therefore we wanted to come to you--even I, Paul, time and again--but Satan hindered us. 

 

1 Timothy 1:20 

…of whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I delivered to Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme. 

 

1 Corinthians 5:5 

…deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord 

Jesus. 

 

Luke 8:5-8, 11-15 
5 "A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell by the wayside; and it was trampled down, and 

the birds of the air devoured it. 6 Some fell on rock; and as soon as it sprang up, it withered away because it 

lacked moisture. 7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it and choked it. 8 But others fell 

on good ground, sprang up, and yielded a crop a hundredfold." When He had said these things He cried, "He 

who has ears to hear, let him hear!" 
11 "Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those by the wayside are the ones who hear; then 

the devil comes and takes away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. 13 But the 



ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, who believe 

for a while and in time of temptation fall away. 14 Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when 

they have heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity. 
15 But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble and good heart, 

keep it and bear fruit with patience. 

 

2 Peter 2:1-3, 18-19 
1 But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers among you, who will 

secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift 

destruction. 2 And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be 

blasphemed. 3 By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time their judgment has 

not been idle, and their destruction does not slumber. 
18 For when they speak great swelling words of emptiness, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through 

lewdness, the ones who have actually escaped from those who live in error. 19 While they promise them liberty, 

they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by whom a person is overcome, by him also he is brought into 

bondage. 

 

 

*Unless otherwise noted, all Scriptures are from the New King James Version. 

 

 

 


