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“The First Martyr” 

Acts 7:51-60 

 

 

Stephen’s defense was God-centered rather than self-centered. 

 

 

 A. The message focused on two major themes: 

 

 

 1. That God was concerned about all peoples and nations. 

 

 2. That God’s messengers were constantly rejected. 

 

 

 B. The message was centered around two major issues: 

 

 

 1. The Law of Moses: it did not lead the people worship God. 

 

 2. The Temple: it is not where God dwells. 

 

 

 C. The message was based on several major events from Israel’s past: 

 

 

 1. 2-8: God laid the foundation of Israel in Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

 

 2. 9-19: God built Israel in Egypt: 

 

 3. 20-29: God formed Moses as a man in Egypt. 

 

 4. 30-34: God called Moses to deliver His people. 

 

 5. 35-49: God blessed Israel but He was rejected. 

 

 1. 35-443: Israel rejected God’s man. 

 

 The Law God gave Moses did not lead the Israelites to worship. 

 

 The Israelites turned away from God to worship false gods. 

 

 2. 44-49: Israel turned God’s temple into an idol. 

 

 

From Stephen’s message, we see three truths that remain constant for all time (vs. 54-60): 

 

 

 I. Those who are lost have rejected God (vs. 51-53). 



 

 

 A. They reject the work of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 B. They reject the word of God Himself. 

 

 

(Exodus 33:5; Deuteronomy 10:16; 30:6) 

 

 

 II. Those who have rejected God respond in according to their rejection (vs. 54-59a). 

 

 

 A. They respond negatively to conviction. 

 

 B. They respond in blindness to the reality of truth. 

 

 C. They respond with opposition. 

 

 

(Amos 8:11-12; Matthew 24:5-13; John 16:1-4; 2 Corinthians 4:1-6; 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12; 2 

Timothy 3:12-13; Hebrews 4:7) 

 

 

 III. God is faithful to strengthen His people in times of persecution (vs. 55-56, 59-60). 

 

 

 

(Matthew 10:16-31; 15:15-19) 

 

 

 

 

Scripture References and Notes 

 

Exodus 33:5 

For the LORD had said to Moses, “Say to the children of Israel, ‘You are a stiff-necked people. I could come up 

into your midst in one moment and consume you. Now therefore, take off your ornaments, that I may know 

what to do to you.’ ” 

 

Deuteronomy 10:16 

Therefore circumcise the foreskin of your heart, and be stiff-necked no longer. 

 

Deuteronomy 30:6 

And the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, to love the LORD your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:1-6 
1 Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we do not lose heart. 2 But we have 

renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking in craftiness nor handling the word of God deceitfully, but 

by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. 3 But even if 

our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 4 whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who 



do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them. 
5 For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your bondservants for Jesus' sake. 
6 For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light 

of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  

 

Amos 8:11-12 
11 "Behold, the days are coming," says the Lord GOD, "That I will send a famine on the land, Not a famine of 

bread, Nor a thirst for water, But of hearing the words of the LORD. 12 They shall wander from sea to sea, And 

from north to east; They shall run to and fro, seeking the word of the LORD, But shall not find it.  

 

2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 
9 The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 
10 and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, 

that they might be saved. 11 And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the 

lie, 12 that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 

 

Hebrews 4:7 

…again He designates a certain day, saying in David, "Today," after such a long time, as it has been said: 

"Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts." 

 

John 16:1-4 
1 "These things I have spoken to you, that you should not be made to stumble. 2 They will put you out of the 

synagogues; yes, the time is coming that whoever kills you will think that he offers God service. 3 And these 

things they will do to you because they have not known the Father nor Me. 4 But these things I have told you, 

that when the time comes, you may remember that I told you of them. And these things I did not say to you at 

the beginning, because I was with you. 

 

Matthew 24:5-13 
5 For many will come in My name, saying, 'I am the Christ,' and will deceive many. 6 And you will hear of wars 

and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 
7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and 

earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are the beginning of sorrows. 9 Then they will deliver you up to 

tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My name's sake. 10 And then many will be 

offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. 11 Then many false prophets will rise up and 

deceive many. 12 And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold. 13 But he who endures 

to the end shall be saved. 

 

2 Timothy 3:12-13 
12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. 13 But evil men and impostors 

will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived. 

 

Matthew 10:16-31 
16 "Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents and harmless as doves. 
17 But beware of men, for they will deliver you up to councils and scourge you in their synagogues. 18 You will 

be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles. 19 But when 

they deliver you up, do not worry about how or what you should speak. For it will be given to you in that hour 

what you should speak; 20 for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you. 21 Now 

brother will deliver up brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up against parents and 

cause them to be put to death. 22 And you will be hated by all for My name's sake. But he who endures to the 

end will be saved. 23 When they persecute you in this city, flee to another. For assuredly, I say to you, you will 

not have gone through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 24 A disciple is not above his teacher, 

nor a servant above his master. 25 It is enough for a disciple that he be like his teacher, and a servant like his 



master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more will they call those of his 

household! 26 Therefore do not fear them. For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, and hidden that 

will not be known. 27 "Whatever I tell you in the dark, speak in the light; and what you hear in the ear, preach on 

the housetops. 28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is 

able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them 

falls to the ground apart from your Father's will. 30 But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 Do not 

fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.  

 

Matthew 15:15-19 (NASB) 
15 Peter said to Him, "Explain the parable to us." 16 Jesus said, "Are you still lacking in understanding also? 
17 "Do you not understand that everything that goes into the mouth passes into the stomach, and is eliminated? 
18 "But the things that proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and those defile the man. 19 "For out of the 

heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders. 

 

 

 

*Unless otherwise noted, all Scriptures are from the New King James Version. 

*You may access the sermon outline on the church website at https://www.firstbaptistcp.com/sermon-archive/. 

*Bolded Scripture references are not in the bulletin notes, but are available in the full notes on the church 

website. You may access these at https://www.firstbaptistcp.com/sermon-archive/. 

 

 

 

 


