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“On Trial for Jesus” 

Acts 6:8-7:1 

 

 

 I. Those who follow Jesus should live their lives in such a way that Jesus shines through them (vs. 

6:8). 

 

 

 

(Matthew 5:13-16; Ephesians 5:1-11; Philippians 2:14-15) 

 

 

 II. When believers live in such a way that Jesus shines through them, then they will encounter 

hostility (vs. 6:9-14). 

 

 

 A. There will be direct attacks. 

  

 B. There will be indirect attacks. 

 

 

(Matthew 12:5-6; 15:15-19; 24:1-2; Mark 14:57-58; 15:29-30; John 2:18-22; Ephesians 4:29-21; 

Colossians 3:5-10; 1 Timothy 5:11-14; 2 Timothy 3:1-5; James 3:1-12; 1 Peter 2:1-3) 

 

 

 III. When believers face attacks it is an opportunity for them to share Jesus (vs. 6:15-7:1). 

 

 

 

(1 Peter 2:9-20) 

 

 

 

 

Scripture References 

 

Matthew 5:13-16 
13 "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for 

nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. 14 You are the light of the world. A city that is set 

on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives 

light to all who are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and 

glorify your Father in heaven. 

 

Philippians 2:14-15 
14 Do all things without complaining and disputing, 15 that you may become blameless and harmless, children of 

God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the 

world… 

 

Ephesians 5:1-11 



1 Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given 

Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma. 3 But fornication and all 

uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints; 4 neither filthiness, nor 

foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. 5 For this you know, that no 

fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ 

and God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon 

the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be partakers with them. 8 For you were once darkness, but now you 

are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and 

truth), 10 finding out what is acceptable to the Lord. 11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of 

darkness, but rather expose them. 

 

John 2:18-22 
18 So the Jews answered and said to Him, “What sign do You show to us, since You do these things?” 19 Jesus 

answered and said to them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 Then the Jews said, “It 

has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?” 21 But He was speaking of 

the temple of His body. 22 Therefore, when He had risen from the dead, His disciples remembered that He had 

said this to them; and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had said. 

 

Matthew 12:5-6 
5 Or have you not read in the law that on the Sabbath the priests in the temple profane the Sabbath, and are 

blameless? 6 Yet I say to you that in this place there is One greater than the temple. 

 

Matthew 24:1-2 (Mark 13:2) 
1 Then Jesus went out and departed from the temple, and His disciples came up to show Him the buildings of 

the temple. 2 And Jesus said to them, “Do you not see all these things? Assuredly, I say to you, not one stone 

shall be left here upon another, that shall not be thrown down.” 

 

Mark 14:57-58 
57 Then some rose up and bore false witness against Him, saying, 58 “We heard Him say, ‘I will destroy this 

temple made with hands, and within three days I will build another made without hands.’ ” 

 

Mark 15:29-30 
29 And those who passed by blasphemed Him, wagging their heads and saying, “Aha! You who destroy the 

temple and build it in three days, 30 save Yourself, and come down from the cross!” 

 

James 3:1-12 
1 My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive a stricter judgment. 2 For we 

all stumble in many things. If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle the 

whole body. 3 Indeed, we put bits in horses' mouths that they may obey us, and we turn their whole body. 
4 Look also at ships: although they are so large and are driven by fierce winds, they are turned by a very small 

rudder wherever the pilot desires. 5 Even so the tongue is a little member and boasts great things. See how great 

a forest a little fire kindles! 6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity. The tongue is so set among our 

members that it defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire by hell. 7 For 

every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and creature of the sea, is tamed and has been tamed by mankind. 8 But 

no man can tame the tongue. It is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. 9 With it we bless our God and Father, 

and with it we curse men, who have been made in the similitude of God. 10 Out of the same mouth proceed 

blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be so. 11 Does a spring send forth fresh water and 

bitter from the same opening? 12 Can a fig tree, my brethren, bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Thus no 

spring yields both salt water and fresh. 

 

Ephesians 4:29-32 (NASB) 



29 Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification 

according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear. 30 Do not grieve the Holy 

Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and 

clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, 

forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you. 

 

Colossians 3:5-10 (NASB) 
5 Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and 

greed, which amounts to idolatry. 6 For it is because of these things that the wrath of God will come upon the 

sons of disobedience, 7 and in them you also once walked, when you were living in them. 8 But now you also, 

put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one 

another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, 10 and have put on the new self who is being 

renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him… 

 

1 Timothy 5:11-14 
11 But refuse the younger widows; for when they have begun to grow wanton against Christ, they desire to 

marry, 12 having condemnation because they have cast off their first faith. 13 And besides they learn to be idle, 

wandering about from house to house, and not only idle but also gossips and busybodies, saying things which 

they ought not. 14 Therefore I desire that the younger widows marry, bear children, manage the house, give no 

opportunity to the adversary to speak reproachfully. 

 

Proverbs 16:28 
27 An ungodly man digs up evil, And it is on his lips like a burning fire. 28 A perverse man sows strife, And a 

whisperer separates the best of friends. 

 

2 Timothy 3:1-5 
1 But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of 

money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 unloving, unforgiving, 

slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure 

rather than lovers of God, 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!  

 

1 Peter 2:1-3 (NASB) 
1 Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, 2 like newborn 

babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, 3 if you have 

tasted the kindness of the Lord. 

 

Matthew 15:15-19 (NASB) 
15 Peter said to Him, "Explain the parable to us." 16 Jesus said, "Are you still lacking in understanding also? 
17 "Do you not understand that everything that goes into the mouth passes into the stomach, and is eliminated? 
18 "But the things that proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and those defile the man. 19 "For out of the 

heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders. 

 

1 Peter 2:9-20 (NASB) 
9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN 

POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His 

marvelous light; 10 for you once were NOT A PEOPLE, but now you are THE PEOPLE OF GOD; you had NOT 

RECEIVED MERCY, but now you have RECEIVED MERCY. 11 Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to 

abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul. 12 Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, 

so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may because of your good deeds, as they 

observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation. 13 Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human 

institution, whether to a king as the one in authority, 14 or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of 

evildoers and the praise of those who do right. 15 For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence 



the ignorance of foolish men. 16 Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it 

as bondslaves of God. 17 Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king. 18 Servants, be 

submissive to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and gentle, but also to those who are 

unreasonable. 19 For this finds favor, if for the sake of conscience toward God a person bears up under sorrows 

when suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with 

patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God. 

 

 

 

*Unless otherwise noted, all Scriptures are from the New King James Version. 

 

 


