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“Fully Servants” 

Acts 6:1-7 

 

 

 I. God established two offices within the church. 

 

 

 A. The office of pastor. 

 

 

 B. The office of deacon. 

 

 

(John 21:15-17; Acts 20:28; Ephesians 4:11-16; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13; 1 Timothy 5:17-18; 2 

Timothy 4:1-2; Titus 1:5-7; Hebrews 13:7, 17; 1 Peter 5:1-4) 

 

 

 II. The two offices work together to meet needs within the congregation (vs. 1-6). 

 

 

 A. The apostles respond to the problem by: 

 

 

 1. recognizing that there was a significant issue that needed to be addressed. 

 2. recognizing that they were supposed to be devoted to prayer and the ministry of the word. 

 

 

 B. Seven men were select to meet the need of the church. 

 

 

 1. The men had to meet certain qualifications. 

 2. The men were set forth by the congregation. 

 

 

 III. The relationship of the two offices enables the gospel to spread (v. 7). 

 

 

 

 

Scripture References and Notes 

 

Titus 1:5-7 
5 For this reason I left you in Crete, that you should set in order the things that are lacking, and appoint elders in 

every city as I commanded you-- 6 if a man is blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not 

accused of dissipation or insubordination. 7 For a bishop must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-

willed, not quick-tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, 

 

1 Peter 5:1-4 



1 The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and 

also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed: 2 Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as 

overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; 3 nor as being lords over those 

entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; 4 and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the 

crown of glory that does not fade away. 

 

Elder (19) – Personal (character) 

πρεσβύτερος (presbuteros) 

• elder, usually used as subst.; an elder, a member of the Sanhedrin, an elder of a Christian assembly. 

• properly, a mature man having seasoned judgment (experience); an elder. 

• Occurs 66 times. 

 

Overseer (5) – Positional (authority) 

ἐπίσκοπος (episkopos) 

• a superintendent, an overseer 

• (used as an official title in civil life), overseer, supervisor, ruler, especially used with reference to the 

supervising function exercised by an elder or presbyter of a church or congregation. 

• Occurs 5 times. 

 

Acts 20:28 

Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you 

overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 

 

• Also ἐπισκοπέω (episkopeó) — 2 Occurrences. 

 

Pastor (1) – Practical (responsibility) 

ποιμήν (poimén) 

• a shepherd; hence met: of the feeder, protector, and ruler of a flock of men. 

• properly, a shepherd ("pastor" in Latin); (figuratively) someone who the Lord raises up to care for the total 

well-being of His flock (the people of the Lord). 

• Occurs 18 times. 

 

Ephesians 4:11-12 
11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 
12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ… 

 

John 21:15-17 
15 So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more 

than these?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Feed My lambs." 16 He 

said to him again a second time, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You 

know that I love You." He said to him, "Tend My sheep." 17 He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of 

Jonah, do you love Me?" Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, "Do you love Me?" And he 

said to Him, "Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You." Jesus said to him, "Feed My sheep. 

 

1 Timothy 5:17-18 (NASB) 
17 The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard at 

preaching and teaching. 18 For the Scripture says, "YOU SHALL NOT MUZZLE THE OX WHILE HE IS 

THRESHING," and "The laborer is worthy of his wages." 

 

2 Timothy 4:1-2 



1 I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His 

appearing and His kingdom: 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, 

with all longsuffering and teaching. 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 (NASB) 
12 But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently labor among you, and have charge 

over you in the Lord and give you instruction, 13 and that you esteem them very highly in love because of their 

work. Live in peace with one another. 

 

Hebrews 13:7, 17 (NASB) 
7 Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct, 

imitate their faith. 
17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account. 

Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you. 

 

Ephesians 4:11-16 
11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 
12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all 

come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the 

stature of the fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with 

every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking 

the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head--Christ-- 16 from whom the whole body, 

joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part 

does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. 

 

deacon (διάκονος [diakonos]) 

• a servant, minister 

• a waiter, servant; then of any one who performs any service, an administrator. 

• (from diá, "thoroughly" and konis, "dust") – properly, "thoroughly raise up dust by moving in a hurry, and 

so to minister" (WP, 1, 162); ministry (sacred service). 

• diákonos ("ministry") in the NT usually refers to the Lord inspiring His servants to carry out His plan for 

His people – i.e. as His "minister" (like a deacon serving Him in a local church). 

• [A. T. Robertson, "(diákonos) properly means 'to kick up dust,' as one running an errand."(diákonos) is the 

root of the English terms, "diaconate, deacon." 

• This root (diakon-) is "probably connected with the verb diōkō, 'to hasten after, pursue' (perhaps originally 

said of a runner)" (Vine, Unger, White, NT, 147).] 

 

Matthew 22:13 

Then the king said to the servants, 'Bind him hand and foot, take him away, and cast him into outer 

darkness; there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' 

 

1 Timothy 4:7 

If you instruct the brethren in these things, you will be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished in the 

words of faith and of the good doctrine which you have carefully followed. 

 

• https://biblehub.com/greek/1249.htm 

 

serve (διακονέω [diakoneó]) 

• to serve, minister 

• I wait at table (particularly of a slave who waits on guests); I serve (generally). 

• diakonéō (from diákonos) – actively serve – literally, "kicking up dust" because "on the move." 



• ("to serve") means caring for the needs of others as the Lord guides in an active, practical way. 

 

 

*Unless otherwise noted, all Scriptures are from the New King James Version. 

 

 

 


