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“A Lesson from Gamaliel” 

Acts 5:33-42 

 

 

 I. Unwise counsel leads to unwise decisions (vs. 33-40). 

 

 

We are in danger of making unwise decisions: 

 

 1. when we let experience become the sole basis for making decisions. 

 

 2. when we depend on factors that are unfounded (without substance). 

 

 3. when we possess an ideology (philosophy) that is not true. 

 

 4. when we misjudge the significance of the situation. 

 

 5. when we trust ungodly counselors. 

 

 

(Job 4:8; 5:17; Psalm 1:1-6; Matthew 12:30; John 7:21-24; 2 Corinthians 6:2; Revelation 20:7-9) 

 

 

 II. Wisdom comes from walking with the Lord (vs. 41-42). 

 

 

 A. We must perceive reality through the lens of Scripture. 

 

 B. We must live life by the truth we have discovered. 

 

 C. We must live our life in view of how to serve Christ. 

 

 

(Matthew 5:11-12; 10:16-20; John 16:1-4) 

 

 

 

 

Scripture References and Notes 

 

Gamaliel (גַּמְלִיאֵל) – Reward of God, or the Lord is my reward 

 

“We rely on the weight of experience to make judgments and decisions. We interpret the past—what we’ve 

seen and what we’ve been told—to chart a course for the future, secure in the wisdom of our insights. After all, 

didn’t our ability to make sense of what we’ve been through get us where we are now? It’s reasonable that we 

go back to the same well to make new decisions. It could also be a mistake. Experience seems like a reliable 

guide, yet sometimes it fools us instead of making us wiser. The problem is that we view the past through 

numerous filters that distort our perceptions. As a result, our interpretations of experience are biased, and the 



judgments and decisions we base on those interpretations can be misguided. Even so, we persist in believing 

that we have gleaned the correct insights from our own experience and from the accounts of other people.” 

– Emre Soyer and robin M. Hogarth, Fooled by Experience, https://hbr.org/2015/05/fooled-by-experience. 

 

Job 4:8 

Even as I have seen, Those who plow iniquity And sow trouble reap the same. 

 

Job 15:17 

“I will tell you, hear me; What I have seen I will declare… 

 

John 7:21-24 
21 Jesus answered and said to them, “I did one work, and you all marvel. 22 Moses therefore gave you 

circumcision (not that it is from Moses, but from the fathers), and you circumcise a man on the Sabbath. 23 If a 

man receives circumcision on the Sabbath, so that the law of Moses should not be broken, are you angry with 

Me because I made a man completely well on the Sabbath? 24 Do not judge according to appearance, but judge 

with righteous judgment.” 

 

Revelation 20:7-9 
7 Now when the thousand years have expired, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will go out to deceive 

the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle, whose 

number is as the sand of the sea. 9 They went up on the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of the 

saints and the beloved city. And fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured them. 

 

Matthew 12:30 

He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters abroad. 

 

2 Corinthians 6:2 

He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters abroad. 

 

Psalm 1:1-6 
1 Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in 

the seat of the scornful; 2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night. 
3 He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of water, That brings forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also 

shall not wither; And whatever he does shall prosper. 4 The ungodly are not so, But are like the chaff which the 

wind drives away. 5 Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, Nor sinners in the congregation of 

the righteous. 6 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, But the way of the ungodly shall perish. 

 

Matthew 10:16-20 
16 "Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents and harmless as doves. 
17 But beware of men, for they will deliver you up to councils and scourge you in their synagogues. 18 You will 

be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles. 19 But when 

they deliver you up, do not worry about how or what you should speak. For it will be given to you in that hour 

what you should speak; 20 for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you. 

 

John 16:1-4 
1 "These things I have spoken to you, that you should not be made to stumble. 2 They will put you out of the 

synagogues; yes, the time is coming that whoever kills you will think that he offers God service. 3 And these 

things they will do to you because they have not known the Father nor Me. 4 But these things I have told you, 

that when the time comes, you may remember that I told you of them. And these things I did not say to you at 

the beginning, because I was with you. 

 

Matthew 5:11-12 



11 “Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you 

because of Me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted 

the prophets who were before you. 

 

 

*Unless otherwise noted, all Scriptures are from the New King James Version. 

*Bolded Scripture references are not in the bulletin notes, but are available in the full notes on the church 

website. You may access these at https://www.firstbaptistcp.com/sermon-archive/. 

 

 

 


