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“God’s Willing Price to Spread the Gospel” 

Acts 5:17-32 

 

 

 I. God loves the world and sends His servants to proclaim salvation (vs. 17-26). 

 

 

 A. God gave His Son knowing that the world was going to kill Him. 

 

 B. God sends His servants knowing that they are going to be persecuted. 

 

 

(Matthew 16:25; Mark 10:28-30; John 16:1-4; 1 John 4:7-19) 

 

 

 II. The world hates God and attempts to suppress God’s message (vs. 27-32). 

 

 

 A. The world killed Jesus because He proclaimed a message confronting sin. 

 

 B. The world persecutes God’s people because through them the Holy Spirit brings conviction. 

 

 

(Matthew 10:16-40; John 3:17-21; 15:18-27; 16:1-15) 

 

 

 

 

Scripture References and Notes 

 

1 John 4:7-19 
7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 
8 He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, 

that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not 

that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God 

so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God 

abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us. 13 By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, 

because He has given us of His Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son as Savior 

of the world. 15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16 And we 

have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, 

and God in him. 17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of 

judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, 

because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love. 19 We love Him because He 

first loved us. 

 

Mark 10:28-30 
28 Then Peter began to say to Him, “See, we have left all and followed You.” 29 So Jesus answered and said, 

“Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or 

children or lands, for My sake and the gospel’s, 30 who shall not receive a hundredfold now in this time—houses 



and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions—and in the age to come, eternal 

life. 

 

Matthew 16:25 

For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. 

 

John 15:18-27 
18 "If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the world 

would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world 

hates you. 20 Remember the word that I said to you, 'A servant is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted 

Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept My word, they will keep yours also. 21 But all these things they 

will do to you for My name's sake, because they do not know Him who sent Me. 22 If I had not come and 

spoken to them, they would have no sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. 23 He who hates Me hates 

My Father also. 24 If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would have no sin; but 

now they have seen and also hated both Me and My Father. 25 But this happened that the word might be 

fulfilled which is written in their law, 'They hated Me without a cause.' 26 "But when the Helper comes, whom I 

shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me. 27 And 

you also will bear witness, because you have been with Me from the beginning.  

 

hate [μισέω (miseo)] 

1. to have a strong aversion to, hate, detest 

2. to be disinclined to, disfavor, disregard 

 

John 16:5-15 
5 "But now I go away to Him who sent Me, and none of you asks Me, 'Where are You going?' 6 But because I 

have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your 

advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send 

Him to you. 8 And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 
9 of sin, because they do not believe in Me; 10 of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no 

more; 11 of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 12 I still have many things to say to you, but you 

cannot bear them now. 13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for 

He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to 

come. 14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. 15 All things that the Father 

has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you. 

 

Matthew 10:16-40 
16 "Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents and harmless as doves. 
17 But beware of men, for they will deliver you up to councils and scourge you in their synagogues. 18 You will 

be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles. 19 But when 

they deliver you up, do not worry about how or what you should speak. For it will be given to you in that hour 

what you should speak; 20 for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you. 21 Now 

brother will deliver up brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up against parents and 

cause them to be put to death. 22 And you will be hated by all for My name's sake. But he who endures to the 

end will be saved. 23 When they persecute you in this city, flee to another. For assuredly, I say to you, you will 

not have gone through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 24 A disciple is not above his teacher, 

nor a servant above his master. 25 It is enough for a disciple that he be like his teacher, and a servant like his 

master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more will they call those of his 

household! 26 Therefore do not fear them. For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, and hidden that 

will not be known. 27 "Whatever I tell you in the dark, speak in the light; and what you hear in the ear, preach on 

the housetops. 28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is 

able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them 

falls to the ground apart from your Father's will. 30 But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 Do not 



fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. 32 "Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him 

I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. 33 But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also 

deny before My Father who is in heaven. 34 "Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to 

bring peace but a sword. 35 For I have come to 'set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and 

a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law'; 36 and 'a man's enemies will be those of his own household.' 37 He 

who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me 

is not worthy of Me. 38 And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. 39 He who 

finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it. 40 "He who receives you receives Me, 

and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me.  

 

 

 

*Unless otherwise noted, all Scriptures are from the New King James Version. 

*Bolded Scripture references are not in the bulletin notes, but are available in the full notes on the church 

website. You may access these at https://www.firstbaptistcp.com/sermon-archive/. 

 


