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“The First Church Grows” 

Acts 3:1-4:4 

 

 

 I. In a mighty display of power, God demonstrates His authority over all creation (vs. 1-10). 

 

 

 A. The miracle was initiated by God. 

 

 B. The miracle was accomplished in public display. 

 

 

(Acts 4:14-16, 22) 

 

 

 II. By His authority, God has exalted Jesus Christ as the name above all names (vs. 11-26). 

 

 

 A. The healing of the lame man shows that Christ has the authority to forgive sins. 

 

 B. Since God has authority to forgive and has predetermined the times, people need to repent. 

 

 C. The foundation of the message is God’s Word. 

 

 

(Genesis 12:2-3; Deuteronomy 18:15, 19; 2 Samuel 16:7; Matthew 16:15-18; 24:14; Mark 2:5, 9-12; 

Luke 21:20-24; Romans 11:25; Philippians 2:9-11) 

 

 

 III. There are two ways to respond to the message (vs. 4:1-4). 

 

 

 A. You can reject the message. 

 

 B. You can accept the message. 

 

 

(Revelation 3:22) 

 

 

 

 

Scripture References and Notes 

 

Acts 4:14-16 
14 And seeing the man who had been healed standing with them, they could say nothing against it. 15 But when 

they had commanded them to go aside out of the council, they conferred among themselves, 16 saying, "What 

shall we do to these men? For, indeed, that a notable miracle has been done through them is evident to all who 

dwell in Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 



 

Acts 4:22 

For the man was over forty years old on whom this miracle of healing had been performed. 

 

Philippians 2:9-11 
9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the 

name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 
11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Matthew 16:15-18 
15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the 

Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and 

blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, 

and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 

 

Mark 2:5, 9-12 
5 When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven you.” 
9 Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Arise, take up your bed and 

walk’? 10 But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins”—He said to the 

paralytic, 11 “I say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.” 12 Immediately he arose, took up the 

bed, and went out in the presence of them all, so that all were amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never saw 

anything like this!” 

 

preached to you before [προχειρίζομαι (procheirizó)] 

• to put into the hand, to take into one's hand, to determine 

• I appoint, choose, elect, take into hand. 

• (from pró, "before" and xeir, "hand") – properly, "hand-picked before." proxeirizomai ("divinely hand-

picked") refers to God's sovereign hand choosing people to be His agents (like the apostle Paul). 

 

Matthew 24:14 

And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end 

will come. 

 

Luke 21:20-24 
20 “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation is near. 21 Then let those 

who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those who are in the midst of her depart, and let not those who are in 

the country enter her. 22 For these are the days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled. 
23 But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days! For there will be great 

distress in the land and wrath upon this people. 24 And they will fall by the edge of the sword, and be led away 

captive into all nations. And Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 

 

Romans 11:25 

For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your own 

opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 

 

Deuteronomy 18:15, 19 
15 “The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your midst, from your brethren. Him you 

shall hear… 
19 And it shall be that whoever will not hear My words, which He speaks in My name, I will require it of him. 

 

Genesis 12:2-3 



2 I will make you a great nation; I will bless you And make your name great; And you shall be a blessing. 3 I will 

bless those who bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; And in you all the families of the earth shall be 

blessed.” 

 

2 Samuel 16:7 

And your house and your kingdom shall be established forever before you. Your throne shall be established 

forever.” ’ ” 

 

Revelation 3:22 

“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’ ” 

 

 

*Unless otherwise noted, all Scriptures are from the New King James Version. 

*Bolded Scripture references are not in the bulletin notes, but are available in the full notes on the church 

website. You may access these at https://www.firstbaptistcp.com/sermon-archive/. 

 

 

 


