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The First Church, Part 8: 

“They Met With Great Joy” 

Acts 2:37-47a 

 

 

 I. They met faithfully (46a). 

 

 

 A. They met in a central location. 

 

 B. They met in individual houses. 

 

 

(Matthew 13:5-7, 20-22; Acts 21:26; Hebrews 10:23-25) 

 

 

 II. They met in unity (46b). 

 

 

 

 

(1 Corinthians 3:1-3; Ephesians 4:1-6) 

 

 

 III. They met together in sincere joy (46c-47a). 

 

 

 A. They met with praise. 

 

 B. They met with favor. 

 

 

(Romans 5:10-11; 7:21-8:2; Philippians 4:4) 

 

 

 

 

Scripture References and Notes 

 

Hebrews 10:23-25 
23 Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be trusted to keep his promise. 24 Let 

us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works. 25 And let us not neglect our meeting 

together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing 

near. 

 

Matthew 13:5-7, 20-22 
5 Some fell on stony places, where they did not have much earth; and they immediately sprang up because they 

had no depth of earth. 6 But when the sun was up they were scorched, and because they had no root they 

withered away. 7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up and choked them. 



20 But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and immediately receives it with 

joy; 21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises 

because of the word, immediately he stumbles. 22 Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who hears 

the word, and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful. 

 

Acts 21:26 

Then Paul took the men, and the next day, having been purified with them, entered the temple to announce the 

expiration of the days of purification, at which time an offering should be made for each one of them. 

 

Ephesians 4:1-6 
1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, 
2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep 

the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one 

hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all, and 

through all, and in you all. 

 

1 Corinthians 3:1-3 
1 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. 2 I fed you 

with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and even now you are still not 

able; 3 for you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal and 

behaving like mere men? 

 

gladness [ἀγαλλίασις (agalliasis)] 

• exultation, exuberant joy 

• wild joy, ecstatic delight, exultation, exhilaration. 

• From agalliáō, "to exalt") – exuberant joy; "intense joy and gladness" 

 

Romans 7:21-8:2 
21 I find then a law, that evil is present with me, the one who wills to do good. 22 For I delight in the law of God 

according to the inward man. 23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and 

bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. 24 O wretched man that I am! Who will 

deliver me from this body of death? 25 I thank God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with the mind I 

myself serve the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin. 1 There is therefore now no condemnation to 

those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 2 For the law 

of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death. 

 

Romans 5:10-11 
10 For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having 

been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 11 And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation. 

 

Philippians 4:4 

Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! 

 

 

*Unless otherwise noted, all Scriptures are from the New King James Version. 

*Bolded Scripture references are not in the bulletin notes, but are available in the full notes on the church 

website. You may access these at https://www.firstbaptistcp.com/sermon-archive/. 


