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The First Church, Part 7: 

“They Loved Each Other Selflessly” 

Acts 2:37-45 

 

 

 I. The first church was completely united (v. 44). 

 

 

 A. They were united spiritually. 

 

 B. They were united physically. 

 

 

(Acts 4:32-35; 5:4) 

 

 

 II. The first church possessed a Godly love for each other (v. 45). 

 

 

 A. The believers in the first church cared for others more than themselves. 

 

 B. The believers in the first church were willing to sacrifice for other believers. 

 

 

(Philippians 2:3-4; 1 John 3:13-19) 

 

 

 III. The first church is an example of how believers should love other believers. 

 

 

 A. They demonstrate for believers the right view of self. 

 

 B. They demonstrate for believers the right view of others. 

 

 C. They demonstrate for believers the right view of God. 

 

 

(Matthew 5:19-21, 24; John 13:34-35; 1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19; James 5:1-6; 1 John 2:15-17) 

 

 

 

 

Scripture References 

 

Acts 4:32-35 
32 Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any of 

the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common. 33 And with great power the apostles 

gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great grace was upon them all. 34 Nor was there anyone 



among them who lacked; for all who were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the proceeds of 

the things that were sold, 35 and laid them at the apostles’ feet; and they distributed to each as anyone had need. 

 

Acts 5:4 

While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your own control? Why have you 

conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.” 

 

Philippians 2:3-4  
3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better 

than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 

 

1 John 3:13-19 
13 Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you. 14 We know that we have passed from death to life, 

because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death. 15 Whoever hates his brother is 

a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 16 By this we know love, because He 

laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17 But whoever has this 

world's goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in 

him? 18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth. 19 And by this we know 

that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him.  

 

James 5:1-6 
1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries that are coming upon you! 2 Your riches are corrupted, 

and your garments are moth-eaten. 3 Your gold and silver are corroded, and their corrosion will be a witness 

against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have heaped up treasure in the last days. 4 Indeed the wages of 

the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry out; and the cries of the reapers have 

reached the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. 5 You have lived on the earth in pleasure and luxury; you have fattened 

your hearts as in a day of slaughter. 6 You have condemned, you have murdered the just; he does not resist you.  

 

1 John 2:15-17 
15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in 

him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the 

Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God 

abides forever. 

 

Matthew 5:19-21, 24 
19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and 

steal; 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do 

not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to 

the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. 

 

1 Timothy 6:6-10; 17-19 
6 Now godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we 

can carry nothing out. 8 And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content. 9 But those who desire to 

be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in 

destruction and perdition. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed 

from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 
17 Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the 

living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. 18 Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready 

to give, willing to share, 19 storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, that they may lay 

hold on eternal life.  

 



John 13:34-35 
34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one 

another. 35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another." 

 

 

 

*Unless otherwise noted, all Scriptures are from the New King James Version. 

 


