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The First Church, Part 1: 

“They Were Genuine Believers” 

Acts 2:37-41 

 

 

 I. Jesus’ return will be followed by a time of separation. 

 

 

 A. Jesus will separate His people from the people of the world. 

 

 B. This separation that is going to take place involves all people (the entire world). 

 

 

(Matthew 7:21-23; 13:24-30, 37-40; 25:31-34, 41, 46; James 4:5) 

 

 

 II. Jesus’ people will gladly receive His word. 

 

 

 A. Those who know Christ respond to conviction by humbling themselves. 

 

 B. Those who know Christ respond to God’s word by submitting to its teachings. 

 

 

(John 14:23-24; 16:8; Hebrews 4:12; 1 John 2:3-6) 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture References and Notes 

 

Matthew 25:31-34, 41, 46 
31 "When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of 

His glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a 

shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. 33 And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the 

left. 34 Then the King will say to those on His right hand, 'Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom 

prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 
41 Then He will also say to those on the left hand, 'Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire 

prepared for the devil and his angels: 
46 And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." 

 

Matthew 7:21-23 
21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of 

My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, 

cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?' 23 And then I will declare to them, 'I 

never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!' 

 

Matthew 13:24-30; 37-40 



24 Another parable He put forth to them, saying: "The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in 

his field; 25 but while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat and went his way. 26 But 

when the grain had sprouted and produced a crop, then the tares also appeared. 27 So the servants of the owner 

came and said to him, 'Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have tares?' 28 He said to 

them, 'An enemy has done this.' The servants said to him, 'Do you want us then to go and gather them up?' 
29 But he said, 'No, lest while you gather up the tares you also uproot the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow 

together until the harvest, and at the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, "First gather together the tares and 

bind them in bundles to burn them, but gather the wheat into my barn." ' " 

 
37 He answered and said to them: "He who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, the 

good seeds are the sons of the kingdom, but the tares are the sons of the wicked one. 39 The enemy who sowed 

them is the devil, the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are the angels. 40 Therefore as the tares are 

gathered and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of this age. 

 

James 4:5 (NASB) 

Or do you think that the Scripture speaks to no purpose: “He jealously desires the Spirit which He has made to 

dwell in us”? 

 

John 16:8 

And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 

 

Hebrews 4:12 

For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the 

division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

 

gladly received [δέχομαι (dechomai)] 

• I take, receive, accept, welcome. 

• properly, to receive in a welcoming (receptive) way. 

 

1 John 2:3-6 
3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. 4 He who says, "I know Him," and 

does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the 

love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him. 6 He who says he abides in Him ought 

himself also to walk just as He walked. 

 

John 14:23-24 
23 Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, 

and We will come to him and make Our home with him. 24 He who does not love Me does not keep My words; 

and the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father’s who sent Me. 

 

 

 

*Unless otherwise noted, all Scriptures are from the New King James Version. 

*Bolded Scripture references are not in the bulletin notes, but are available in the full notes on the church 

website. You may access these at https://www.firstbaptistcp.com/sermon-archive/. 

 


