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“The First Church” 

Acts 2:37-47 

 

 

 I. Those who received the message of Peter’s sermon became the first church (vs. 37-41). 

 

 

 A. They repented of their sin. 

 

 B. They were baptized. 

 

 

 II. The first church was strong because they had healthy practices (vs. 42-47b). 

 

 

1. They were continuously devoted to Scriptural (true/right) teaching. 

 

2. They constantly fellowshipped together. 

 

3. They celebrated the sacrifice of Christ. 

 

4. They were a prayerful people. 

 

5. They possessed reverence for God. 

 

6. They were a people in which God worked. 

 

7. They showed sacrificial love for each other. 

 

8. They were faithful in assembling together in joy. 

 

 

(John 15:8; Acts 4:23-24; 5:11; 1 Corinthians 11:23-34; Philippians 2:3-4; 1 Timothy 4:6, 16; 2 

Timothy 2:2; Titus 1:9; Hebrews 2:3-4; 10:23-25; James 2:14-17; 1 John 1:13-15; 3:16-17; 4:20-21; 

Jude 3) 

 

 

 III. The Lord added new people to His church (47c). 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture References and Notes 

 

“This was really a church, nothing more and nothing less. Its life was completely defined by the devotion to 

those spiritual duties which make up the unique identity of the church. Nothing outside the living Lord, the 

Spirit, and the Word define life for the church. This church, though not having any cultural elements of success, 

no worldly strategies, was still endowed with every necessary component for accomplishing the purposes of its 



Lord. The church will still be effective in bringing sinners to Christ when it manifests the same key elements of 

spiritual duty that marked this first fellowship.” 

– MacArthur, Acts 1-12, 80. 

 

2 Timothy 2:2 

And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be 

able to teach others also. 

 

1 Timothy 4:6, 16 
6 If you instruct the brethren in these things, you will be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished in the words 

of faith and of the good doctrine which you have carefully followed. 
16 Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both yourself and 

those who hear you. 

 

Titus 1:9 

…holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort 

and convict those who contradict. 

 

Jude 3 

Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to 

write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints. 

 

fellowshipped [κοινωνία (koinónia)] 

• (lit: partnership) (a) contributory help, participation, (b) sharing in, communion, (c) spiritual fellowship, a 

fellowship in the spirit. 

• properly, what is shared in common as the basis of fellowship (partnership, community). 

 

1 John 3:13-15 
13 Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you. 14 We know that we have passed from death to life, 

because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death. 15 Whoever hates his brother is 

a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 

 

1 John 4:20-21 
20 If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom 

he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? 21 And this commandment we have from Him: that he 

who loves God must love his brother also. 

 

1 Corinthians 11:23-34 
23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in 

which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, "Take, eat; this is 

My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me." 25 In the same manner He also took the cup 

after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me." 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death till 

He comes. 27 Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be 

guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. 28 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and 

drink of the cup. 29 For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not 

discerning the Lord's body. 30 For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and many sleep. 31 For if we 

would judge ourselves, we would not be judged. 32 But when we are judged, we are chastened by the Lord, that 

we may not be condemned with the world. 33 Therefore, my brethren, when you come together to eat, wait for 

one another. 34 But if anyone is hungry, let him eat at home, lest you come together for judgment. And the rest I 

will set in order when I come.  

 



Acts 4:23-24 
23 And being let go, they went to their own companions and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said 

to them. 24 So when they heard that, they raised their voice to God with one accord and said: “Lord, You are 

God, who made heaven and earth and the sea, and all that is in them… 

 

Acts 5:11 

So great fear came upon all the church and upon all who heard these things. 

 

Hebrews 2:3-4 
3 …how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, 

and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him, 4 God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with 

various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will? 

 

John 15:8 (NASB) 

My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.  

 

Philippians 2:3-4 
3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better 

than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 

 

John 13:34-35 
34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one 

another. 35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

 

James 2:14-17 
14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him? 
15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be 

warmed and filled,” but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 
17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 

 

1 John 3:16-17 
16 By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the 

brethren. 17 But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, 

how does the love of God abide in him? 

 

Hebrew 10:23-25 
23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. 24 And let us 

consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves 

together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day 

approaching. 

 

 

 

*Unless otherwise noted, all Scriptures are from the New King James Version. 

*Bolded Scripture references are not in the bulletin notes, but are available in the full notes on the church 

website. You may access these at https://www.firstbaptistcp.com/sermon-archive/. 

 

 

 


