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The Meaning of Easter: Part 1 

“In the Grip of Death” 

Romans 5:12 

 

 

 I. Sin entered the world because Adam sinned (vs. 12a). 

 

 

 A. Sin results in immediate spiritual death.  

 

 B. Sin leads to eventual physical death. 

 

 C. Sin, if one remains in it, destines one to eternal death. 

 

 

(Genesis 3:17-19, 22-24; Ephesians 2:1-5; Colossians 2:13; James 1:14-15) 

 

 

 II. Death entered the world as the penalty for sin (vs. 12b). 

 

 

 A. Death is the result of sin. 

 

 B. Sin is the result of man’s choice. 

 

 

(Genesis 2:16-17; 3:1-6; Ezekiel 18:2-4; Romans 2:12-16; 6:23) 

 

 

 III. Sin and death have spread to everyone because everyone has sinned (vs. 12c). 

 

 

 A. There is no one who is without sin. 

 

 B. There is no one who is untouched by death. 

 

 

(Psalm 68:20; Romans 3:10-18; Philippians 3:8-9) 

 

 

 

 

Scripture References and Notes 

 

Hebrews 9:27-28 
27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, 28 so Christ was offered once to bear 

the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:10 



For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the 

body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.  

 

Ephesians 2:1-5 
1 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 2 in which you once walked according to the 

course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of 

disobedience, 3 among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires 

of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others. 4 But God, who is rich in 

mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us 

alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved)… 

 

Colossians 2:13 

And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with 

Him, having forgiven you all trespasses… 

 

Genesis 3:17-19, 22-24 
17 Then to Adam He said, “Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree of 

which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat of it’: “Cursed is the ground for your sake; In toil you shall 

eat of it All the days of your life. 18 Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, And you shall eat the 

herb of the field. 19 In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread Till you return to the ground, For out of it you 

were taken; For dust you are, And to dust you shall return.” 

 
22 Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good and evil. And now, lest 

he put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”— 23 therefore the LORD God sent 

him out of the garden of Eden to till the ground from which he was taken. 24 So He drove out the man; and He 

placed cherubim at the east of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the 

way to the tree of life. 

 

James 1:14-15 
14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 15 Then, when desire has 

conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death. 

 

Ezekiel 18:4 

“Behold, all souls are Mine; The soul of the father As well as the soul of the son is Mine; The soul who sins 

shall die. 

 

Romans 6:23 

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

Genesis 2:16-17 
16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; 17 but of the 

tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” 

 

Ezekiel 18:2-3 
2 “What do you mean when you use this proverb concerning the land of Israel, saying: ‘The fathers have eaten 

sour grapes, And the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 3 “As I live,” says the Lord GOD, “you shall no longer use 

this proverb in Israel. 

 

Genesis 3:1-6 
1 Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to 

the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the 

serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; 3 but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the 



garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’ ” 4 Then the serpent said to the 

woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and 

you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it 

was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her 

husband with her, and he ate. 

 

Romans 2:12-16 
12 For as many as have sinned without law will also perish without law, and as many as have sinned in the law 

will be judged by the law 13 (for not the hearers of the law are just in the sight of God, but the doers of the law 

will be justified; 14 for when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do the things in the law, these, 

although not having the law, are a law to themselves, 15 who show the work of the law written in their hearts, 

their conscience also bearing witness, and between themselves their thoughts accusing or else excusing them) 
16 in the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my gospel. 

 

Romans 3:10-18 
10 As it is written: “There is none righteous, no, not one; 11 There is none who understands; There is none who 

seeks after God. 12 They have all turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does 

good, no, not one.” 13 “Their throat is an open tomb; With their tongues they have practiced deceit”; “The 

poison of asps is under their lips”; 14 “Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness.” 15 “Their feet are swift to 

shed blood; 16 Destruction and misery are in their ways; 17 And the way of peace they have not known.” 
18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 

 

Philippians 3:8-9 
8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I 

have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in Him, not 

having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness 

which is from God by faith… 

 

Psalm 68:20 

Our God is the God of salvation; And to GOD the Lord belong escapes from death. 

 


