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Difficult Days, Part 11: The State of the Church 

The Church of the Last Days 

Revelation 2:1-3:22 

 

 

2 Timothy 3:1: But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. 

 

 I. In the last days, difficult times will come. 

 

 

 A. The state of people will made the final days difficult (2 Timothy 3:2-13). 

 

1. People will be devoid of God (2-5). 

2. People will be in great deception (6-7). 

3. People will oppose the Truth (8-9). 

4. People will persecute those who truly know God (10-13). 

 

 B. The state of the church will exacerbate the difficulty of the last days (Revelation 2-3). 

 

1. Ephesus – left its first love. 

2. Pergamum – allowed false doctrine to enter. 

3. Thyatira – allowed false doctrine to be taught. 

4. Sardis – appeared to be alive but was dead. 

5. Laodicea – made up of self-righteous hypocrites. 

 

 

 II. In the last days, the church will be divided over truth. 

 

 

 A. Many will purposely fall away from the true faith because of the teaching of the Scriptures. 

 

 B. The apostasy will lead to the emergence of a false church. 

 

 C. The false church will persecute true believers. 

 

 

 

 

Scripture References and Notes 

 

Matthew 24:5-13 
5 For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will mislead many. 6 You will be hearing of 

wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not frightened, for those things must take place, but that is not yet the 

end. 7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and in various places there will be 

famines and earthquakes. 8 But all these things are merely the beginning of birth pangs. 9 “Then they will deliver 

you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be hated by all nations because of My name. 10 At that time 

many will fall away and will betray one another and hate one another. 11 Many false prophets will arise and will 

mislead many. 12 Because lawlessness is increased, most people’s love will grow cold. 13 But the one who 

endures to the end, he will be saved. 



 

fall away [σκανδαλίζω (skandalizó)] 

• to put a snare (in the way), to cause to stumble, to give offense 

• I cause to stumble, cause to sin, cause to become indignant, shock, offend. 

• properly, set a snare ("stumbling-block"); (figuratively) "to hinder right conduct or thought; to cause to 

stumble" – literally, "to fall into a trap" 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 
1 Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together 

to Him, 2 that you not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or 

a letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come. 3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it 

will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, 
4 who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the 

temple of God, displaying himself as being God. 5 Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was 

telling you these things? 6 And you know what restrains him now, so that in his time he will be revealed. 7 For 

the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the 

way. 8 Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to 

an end by the appearance of His coming; 9 that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, 

with all power and signs and false wonders, 10 and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, 

because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved. 11 For this reason God will send upon them a 

deluding influence so that they will believe what is false, 12 in order that they all may be judged who did not 

believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness. 

 

apostasy [ἀποστασία (apostasia)] 

• defection, revolt 

• defection, apostasy, revolt. 

• From aphístēmi, "leave, depart," which is derived from apó, "away from" and histémi, "stand") – 

properly, departure (implying desertion); apostasy – literally, "a leaving, from a previous standing." 

 

1 Timothy 4:1-2 
1 But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful 

spirits and doctrines of demons, 2 by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a 

branding iron… 

 

fall away [ἀφίστημι (aphistémi)] 

• to lead away, to depart from 

• I make to stand away, draw away, repel, take up a position away from, withdraw from, leave, abstain 

from. 

 

2 Timothy 4:3-4 
3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they 

will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, 4 and will turn away their ears from 

the truth and will turn aside to myths. 

 

Jeremiah 2:1-8 
1 Now the word of the LORD came to me saying, 2 “Go and proclaim in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, ‘Thus says 

the LORD, “I remember concerning you the devotion of your youth, The love of your betrothals, Your following 

after Me in the wilderness, Through a land not sown. 3 “Israel was holy to the LORD, The first of His harvest. 

All who ate of it became guilty; Evil came upon them,” declares the LORD.’” 4 Hear the word of the LORD, O 

house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of Israel. 5 Thus says the LORD, “What injustice did your 

fathers find in Me, That they went far from Me And walked after emptiness and became empty? 6 “They did not 



say, ‘Where is the LORD Who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, Who led us through the wilderness, 

Through a land of deserts and of pits, Through a land of drought and of deep darkness, Through a land that no 

one crossed And where no man dwelt?’ 7 “I brought you into the fruitful land To eat its fruit and its good things. 

But you came and defiled My land, And My inheritance you made an abomination. 8 “The priests did not say, 

‘Where is the LORD?’ And those who handle the law did not know Me; The rulers also transgressed against Me, 

And the prophets prophesied by Baal And walked after things that did not profit. 

 

Daniel 12:4 

But as for you, Daniel, conceal these words and seal up the book until the end of time; many will go back and 

forth, and knowledge will increase.” 

 

Mark 13:21-22 
21 And then if anyone says to you, ‘Behold, here is the Christ’; or, ‘Behold, He is there’; do not believe him; 
22 for false Christs and false prophets will arise, and will show signs and wonders, in order to lead astray, if 

possible, the elect.  

 

Matthew 24:3-5; 10-11; 21-27 
3 As He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will 

these things happen, and what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” 4 And Jesus 

answered and said to them, “See to it that no one misleads you. 5 For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am 

the Christ,’ and will mislead many. 
10 At that time many will fall away and will betray one another and hate one another. 11 Many false prophets will 

arise and will mislead many. 
21 For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, 

nor ever will. 22 Unless those days had been cut short, no life would have been saved; but for the sake of the 

elect those days will be cut short. 23 Then if anyone says to you, ‘Behold, here is the Christ,’ or ‘There He is,’ do 

not believe him. 
24 For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if 

possible, even the elect. 

 

Revelation 12:9 

And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the 

whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. 

 

Revelation 13:14 

And he deceives those who dwell on the earth because of the signs which it was given him to perform in the 

presence of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the beast who had the wound of 

the sword and has come to life. 

 

Revelation 18:23 

…and the light of a lamp will not shine in you any longer; and the voice of the bridegroom and bride will not be 

heard in you any longer; for your merchants were the great men of the earth, because all the nations were 

deceived by your sorcery. 

 

Revelation 19:20 

And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed the signs in his presence, by which he 

deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image; these two were 

thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone. 

 

Revelation 16:13-14 



13 And I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of 

the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs; 14 for they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go 

out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them together for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty. 

 

Revelation 6:1-2 
1 Then I saw when the Lamb broke one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures saying as 

with a voice of thunder, “Come.” 2 I looked, and behold, a white horse, and he who sat on it had a bow; and a 

crown was given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer. 

 

Daniel 9:24 

“Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to make an 

end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy 

and to anoint the most holy place. 

 

Daniel 11:21-24 
21 In his place a despicable person will arise, on whom the honor of kingship has not been conferred, but he will 

come in a time of tranquility and seize the kingdom by intrigue. 22 The overflowing forces will be flooded away 

before him and shattered, and also the prince of the covenant. 23 After an alliance is made with him he will 

practice deception, and he will go up and gain power with a small force of people. 24 In a time of tranquility he 

will enter the richest parts of the realm, and he will accomplish what his fathers never did, nor his ancestors; he 

will distribute plunder, booty and possessions among them, and he will devise his schemes against strongholds, 

but only for a time. 

 

Ephesians 4:17-19 
17 So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the 

futility of their mind, 18 being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the 

ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart; 19 and they, having become callous, have 

given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness. 

 


