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Difficult Days, Part 4: The State of People 

Opposing the Truth 

2 Timothy 3:8-9 

 

 

 I. In the last days people will oppose truth (vs. 8). 

 

 

 A. They will have a Satanic mission: to keep people enslaved. 

 

 B. They will have a deceptive appearance. 

 

  1.  They will have corrupted minds. 

   

  2. They will be disqualified for the Lord’s service. 

 

 

(Exodus 7:8-13; 20-23; 8:1-7; 16-19; 10:7; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; 2 Thessalonians 2:8-10; 2 Peter 

2:18-22; Revelation 13:1b-15; 16:13-14) 

 

 

 II. The work of those who oppose truth will fail (v. 9). 

 

 

 A. Their foolishness will reveal who they are. 

 

 B. Those who know God will be able to see these men are false. 

 

 

(Matthew 24:24; Mark 13:21-22) 

 

 

 III. In the last days there will be great opposition to the truth. 

 

 

 A. This will be seen in people. 

 

 B. This will be seen in the antichrist. 

 

 

(John 3:19-21; Daniel 7:25; 11:36; Revelation 13:5-6) 

 

 

 

 

Scripture References and Notes 

 

Exodus 7:8-13 



8 Now the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 9 “When Pharaoh speaks to you, saying, ‘Work a miracle,’ 

then you shall say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and throw it down before Pharaoh, that it may become a serpent.’” 
10 So Moses and Aaron came to Pharaoh, and thus they did just as the LORD had commanded; and Aaron threw 

his staff down before Pharaoh and his servants, and it became a serpent. 11 Then Pharaoh also called for the wise 

men and the sorcerers, and they also, the magicians of Egypt, did the same with their secret arts. 12 For each one 

threw down his staff and they turned into serpents. But Aaron’s staff swallowed up their staffs. 13 Yet Pharaoh’s 

heart was hardened, and he did not listen to them, as the LORD had said. 

 

Exodus 7:20-23 
20 So Moses and Aaron did even as the LORD had commanded. And he lifted up the staff and struck the water 

that was in the Nile, in the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his servants, and all the water that was in the Nile 

was turned to blood. 21 The fish that were in the Nile died, and the Nile became foul, so that the Egyptians could 

not drink water from the Nile. And the blood was through all the land of Egypt. 22 But the magicians of Egypt 

did the same with their secret arts; and Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he did not listen to them, as the LORD 

had said. 23 Then Pharaoh turned and went into his house with no concern even for this. 

 

Exodus 8:1-7 
1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD, “Let My people go, that 

they may serve Me. 2 But if you refuse to let them go, behold, I will smite your whole territory with frogs. 3 The 

Nile will swarm with frogs, which will come up and go into your house and into your bedroom and on your bed, 

and into the houses of your servants and on your people, and into your ovens and into your kneading bowls. 4 So 

the frogs will come up on you and your people and all your servants.”’” 5 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Say to 

Aaron, ‘Stretch out your hand with your staff over the rivers, over the streams and over the pools, and make 

frogs come up on the land of Egypt.’” 6 So Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt, and the frogs 

came up and covered the land of Egypt. 7 The magicians did the same with their secret arts, making frogs come 

up on the land of Egypt. 

 

Exodus 8:16-19 
16 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your staff and strike the dust of the earth, that it 

may become gnats through all the land of Egypt.’” 17 They did so; and Aaron stretched out his hand with his 

staff, and struck the dust of the earth, and there were gnats on man and beast. All the dust of the earth became 

gnats through all the land of Egypt. 18 The magicians tried with their secret arts to bring forth gnats, but they 

could not; so there were gnats on man and beast. 19 Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the finger of 

God.” But Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he did not listen to them, as the LORD had said. 

 

Exodus 10:7 

Pharaoh’s servants said to him, “How long will this man be a snare to us? Let the men go, that they may serve 

the LORD their God. Do you not realize that Egypt is destroyed?” 

 

oppose [ἀνθίστημι (anthistémi)] 

• to set against, withstand 

• I set against; I withstand, resist, oppose. 

• (from antí, "opposite/against" and hístēmi, "to stand") 

• properly, take a complete stand against, i.e. a "180 degree, contrary position"; (figuratively) to establish 

one's position publicly by conspicuously "holding one's ground," i.e. refusing to be moved ("pushed back"). 

• anthístēmi ("oppose fully") means to forcefully declare one's personal conviction (where they unswervingly 

stand); to keep one's possession; ardently withstand, without giving up (letting go). 

• [(anthístēmi) was a military term in classical Greek (used by Thucydides, etc.) meaning "to strongly resist 

an opponent" ("take a firm stand against").] 

 

2 Peter 2:18-22 



18 For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely 

escape from the ones who live in error, 19 promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of 

corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved. 20 For if, after they have escaped the 

defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in 

them and are overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. 21 For it would be better for 

them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn away from the holy 

commandment handed on to them. 22 It has happened to them according to the true proverb, “A DOG RETURNS 

TO ITS OWN VOMIT,” and, “A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire.” 

 

depraved [καταφθείρω (kataphtheiró)] 

• to destroy entirely 

• I destroy, corrupt. 

• (from katá, "down, according to," intensifying phtheírō, "corrupt") 

• properly, corrupted all the way down (thoroughly degenerated); utterly corrupted; to despoil, 

bringing down to a lower (inferior) form (note the prefix, katá). 

• (kataphtheírō) is only used in 2 Tim 3:8. 

 

rejected [ἀδόκιμος (adokimos)] 

• unqualified, worthless, base 

• failing to pass the test, unapproved, counterfeit. 

 

1 Corinthians 9:24-27 
24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that 

you may win. 25 Everyone who competes in the games exercises self-control in all things. They then do it to 

receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. 26 Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim; I box 

in such a way, as not beating the air; 27 but I discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, after I have 

preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified. 

 

Revelation 13:1b-15 
1b Then I saw a beast coming up out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads, and on his horns were ten 

diadems, and on his heads were blasphemous names. 2 And the beast which I saw was like a leopard, and his 

feet were like those of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. And the dragon gave him his power and 

his throne and great authority. 3 I saw one of his heads as if it had been slain, and his fatal wound was healed. 

And the whole earth was amazed and followed after the beast; 4 they worshiped the dragon because he gave his 

authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast, and who is able to wage war 

with him?” 5 There was given to him a mouth speaking arrogant words and blasphemies, and authority to act for 

forty-two months was given to him. 6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemies against God, to blaspheme His 

name and His tabernacle, that is, those who dwell in heaven. 7 It was also given to him to make war with the 

saints and to overcome them, and authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation was given to him. 
8 All who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name has not been written from the foundation 

of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain. 9 If anyone has an ear, let him hear. 10 If anyone 

is destined for captivity, to captivity he goes; if anyone kills with the sword, with the sword he must be killed. 

Here is the perseverance and the faith of the saints. 11 Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth; and 

he had two horns like a lamb and he spoke as a dragon. 12 He exercises all the authority of the first beast in his 

presence. And he makes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose fatal wound was 

healed. 13 He performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come down out of heaven to the earth in the 

presence of men. 14 And he deceives those who dwell on the earth because of the signs which it was given 

him to perform in the presence of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an image to the 

beast who had the wound of the sword and has come to life. 15 And it was given to him to give breath to the 

image of the beast, so that the image of the beast would even speak and cause as many as do not worship the 

image of the beast to be killed. 



 

2 Thessalonians 2:8-10 
8 Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an 

end by the appearance of His coming; 9 that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, 

with all power and signs and false wonders, 10 and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, 

because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved. 

 

Revelation 16:13-14 
13 And I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of 

the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs; 14 for they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go 

out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them together for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty. 

 

folly [ἄνοια (anoia)] 

• folly, madness, foolishness. 

• (from A privative meaning "no" and noús,"mind") 

• properly, "no-mind" referring to irrational behavior (mindless actions); "lack of sense" (WP, 2, 83) which 

easily degenerates into "a state of extreme anger that suggests an "incapacity to use one's mind – extreme 

fury, great rage" 

 

John 3:19-21 
19 This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the 

Light, for their deeds were evil. 20 For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light 

for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21 But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds 

may be manifested as having been wrought in God.” 

 

Daniel 7:25 

He will speak out against the Most High and wear down the saints of the Highest One, and he will intend to 

make alterations in times and in law; and they will be given into his hand for a time, times, and half a time. 

 

Daniel 11:36 

“Then the king will do as he pleases, and he will exalt and magnify himself above every god and will speak 

monstrous things against the God of gods; and he will prosper until the indignation is finished, for that which 

is decreed will be done. 

 

Revelation 13:5-6 
5 There was given to him a mouth speaking arrogant words and blasphemies, and authority to act for forty-two 

months was given to him. 6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemies against God, to blaspheme His name and 

His tabernacle, that is, those who dwell in heaven. 

 


