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“The Message of the Cross” 

Romans 5:12-21 

 

 

 I. Adam’s act is the reason for the curse of death (vs. 12-14). 

 

 

 A. All have sinned, therefore all will die. 

 

 B. Sin is the result of our fallen nature. 

 

 

(Romans 3:10-12, 22-23; 6:23; 7:7-14; Ephesians 2:1-3) 

 

 

 II. Jesus’ act is the reason for the gift of life (vs. 15-19). 

 

 

 A. Although we are sinners, through Jesus we can be made right with God. 

 

 B. Although we deserve death, through Jesus we can obtain life. 

 

 C. Although all are sinners, through Jesus all have the opportunity to be righteous. 

 

 

(Galatians 3:26; Philippians 3:8-9) 

 

 

 III. God’s grace is the reason we have the opportunity for salvation (vs. 20-21). 

 

 

 A. Salvation is completely the work of God. 

 

 B. Salvation is the result of the work of Christ. 

 

 

(Ephesians 2:4-10; Titus 3:4-7; Hebrews 2:14-15) 

 

 

 

 

Scripture References and Notes 

 

Romans 3:10-12 
10 as it is written, “THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE; 11 THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS 

NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD; 12 ALL HAVE TURNED ASIDE, TOGETHER THEY HAVE BECOME USELESS; THERE IS NONE 

WHO DOES GOOD, THERE IS NOT EVEN ONE.” 

 

Romans 3:22-23 



22 even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no 

distinction; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God… 

 

Romans 6:23 

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

Ephesians 2:1-3 
1 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 2 in which you formerly walked according to the course of this 

world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of 

disobedience. 3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh 

and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.  

 

Philippians 3:8-9 
8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, 

for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, 9 and may 

be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in 

Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith… 

 

Galatians 3:26 

For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 

 

Romans 7:7-14 
7 What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not have come to know sin 

except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, “YOU SHALL NOT 

COVET.” 8 But sin, taking opportunity through the commandment, produced in me coveting of every kind; for 

apart from the Law sin is dead. 9 I was once alive apart from the Law; but when the commandment came, sin 

became alive and I died; 10 and this commandment, which was to result in life, proved to result in death for me; 
11 for sin, taking an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. 12 So then, 

the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good. 13 Therefore did that which is good 

become a cause of death for me? May it never be! Rather it was sin, in order that it might be shown to be sin by 

effecting my death through that which is good, so that through the commandment sin would become utterly 

sinful. 14 For we know that the Law is spiritual, but I am of flesh, sold into bondage to sin. 

 

Ephesians 2:4-10 
4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in 

our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with 

Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come He might show 

the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been 

saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one 

may boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand so that we would walk in them. 

 

Titus 3:4-7 
4 But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, 5 He saved us, not on the basis 

of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration 

and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that 

being justified by His grace we would be made heirs [a]according to the hope of eternal life. 

 

Hebrews 2:14-15 
14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, 

that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and might 

free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives. 



 


