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“Church Discipline, Part 1: The Reason it is Important” 

1 Corinthians 5:1-2 

 

 

 I. The church has a specific role in the world (Ephesians 4:25-5:14). 

 

Ephesians 5:1-13 
1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; 2 and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you 

and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma. 3 But immorality or 

any impurity or greed must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints; 4 and there must 

be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. 5 For 

this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater, 

has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for 

because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be 

partakers with them; 8 for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as 

children of Light 9 (for the fruit of the Light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth), 
10 trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, 

but instead even expose them; 12 for it is disgraceful even to speak of the things which are done by 

them in secret. 13 But all things become visible when they are exposed by the light, for everything that 

becomes visible is light. 

 

 II. The church has the responsibility to carry out church discipline (Matthew 18:15-20). 

 

Matthew 18:15-20 
15 “If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; if he listens to you, you have won your 

brother. 16 But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that BY THE MOUTH OF 

TWO OR THREE WITNESSES EVERY FACT MAY BE CONFIRMED. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to 

the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax 

collector. 18 Truly I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven; and 

whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven. 19 “Again I say to you, that if two of 

you agree on earth about anything that they may ask, it shall be done for them by My Father who is in 

heaven. 20 For where two or three have gathered together in My name, I am there in their midst.” 

 

 III. The church must not tolerate sin within the body (v. 1). 

 

 

 A. The church will profane the name of the Lord. 

 

 B. The church will cease being holy. 

 

 C. The church will experience an increase in sin. 

 

 

(Leviticus 18:3-5, 8, 29; 20:7-8, 11; 22:31-33; Deuteronomy 22:30; 27:20; Romans 2:12-15; 1 

Thessalonians 4:3-5) 

 

 

 IV. The church must address sin in the right manner (v. 2). 

 



 

 A. The church must have the right heart. 

 B. The church must take appropriate action. 

 

 

(Matthew 5:4; 2 Corinthians 7:9-10) 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture References and Notes 

 

John 3:19-21 
19 This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the 

Light, for their deeds were evil. 20 For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light 

for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21 But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds 

may be manifested as having been wrought in God.” 

 

Ezekiel 13:19 

For handfuls of barley and fragments of bread, you have profaned Me to My people to put to death some who 

should not die and to keep others alive who should not live, by your lying to My people who listen to lies.”’” 

 

actually 

ὅλως (holós) 

1. a marker of highest degree on a scale of extent, completely, wholly, everywhere. 

2. pertaining to being really so, with implication of being generally known, actually, in fact. 

 

1 Corinthians 5:1 (KJV) 

It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named 

among the Gentiles, that one should have his father’s wife. 

 

immorality 

πορνεία (porneia) 

• fornication 

• fornication, whoredom; met: idolatry. 

• (the root of the English terms "pornography, pornographic"; cf. pórnos) which is derived from pernaō, 

"to sell off") – properly, a selling off (surrendering) of sexual purity; promiscuity of any (every) type. 

 

Romans 2:12-15 
12 For all who have sinned without the Law will also perish without the Law, and all who have sinned under the 

Law will be judged by the Law; 13 for it is not the hearers of the Law who are just before God, but the doers of 

the Law will be justified. 14 For when Gentiles who do not have the Law do instinctively the things of the Law, 

these, not having the Law, are a law to themselves, 15 in that they show the work of the Law written in their 

hearts, their conscience bearing witness and their thoughts alternately accusing or else defending them… 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:3-5 
3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that each of 

you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 5 not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles 

who do not know God… 

 



Leviticus 18:8, 29 
8 You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father’s wife; it is your father’s nakedness. 
29 For whoever does any of these abominations, those persons who do so shall be cut off from among their 

people.  

 

Leviticus 20:11 

If there is a man who lies with his father’s wife, he has uncovered his father’s nakedness; both of them shall 

surely be put to death, their bloodguiltiness is upon them. 

 

Deuteronomy 22:30 

“A man shall not take his father’s wife so that he will not uncover his father’s skirt. 

 

Deuteronomy 27:20 

‘Cursed is he who lies with his father’s wife, because he has uncovered his father’s skirt.’ And all the people 

shall say, ‘Amen.’ 

 

Leviticus 18:3-5 
3 You shall not do what is done in the land of Egypt where you lived, nor are you to do what is done in the land 

of Canaan where I am bringing you; you shall not walk in their statutes. 4 You are to perform My judgments and 

keep My statutes, to live in accord with them; I am the LORD your God. 5 So you shall keep My statutes and My 

judgments, by which a man may live if he does them; I am the LORD. 

 

Leviticus 20:7-8 
7 You shall consecrate yourselves therefore and be holy, for I am the LORD your God. 8 You shall keep My 

statutes and practice them; I am the LORD who sanctifies you. 

 

Leviticus 22:31-32 
31 So you shall keep My commandments, and do them; I am the LORD. 
32 “You shall not profane My holy name, but I will be sanctified among the sons of Israel; I am the LORD who 

sanctifies you, 33 who brought you out from the land of Egypt, to be your God; I am the LORD.” 

 

arrogant 

φυσιόω (phusioó) 

• to cause to have an exaggerated self-conception, puff up, make proud 

• (from physa, "air-bellows") – properly, inflate by blowing; (figuratively) swelled up, like an egotistical 

person spuing out arrogant ("puffed-up") thoughts. 

 

mourned 

πενθέω (pentheó) 

1. to experience sadness as the result of some condition or circumstance, be sad, grieve, mourn 

2. to engage in mourning for one who is dead, ordinarily with traditional rites, mourn over 

 

2 Corinthians 7:9-10 
9 I now rejoice, not that you were made sorrowful, but that you were made sorrowful to the point of repentance; 

for you were made sorrowful according to the will of God, so that you might not suffer loss in anything through 

us. 10 For the sorrow that is according to the will of God produces a repentance without regret, leading to 

salvation, but the sorrow of the world produces death. 

 

Matthew 5:4 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

 


