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“There is No Room for Boasting in Men” 

1 Corinthians 3:18-23 

 

 

 I. In order to be wise, believers must seek the wisdom of God (v. 18). 

 

 

 A. We must be careful not to fall into the trap of depending on our own wisdom. 

 

 B. Our human wisdom must be replaced with God’s wisdom. 

 

(1 Corinthians 1:10-13; 8:1-3; Galatians 6:3) 

 

 

 II. There is no reason for believers to put trust in the wisdom of men (vs. 19-21a). 

 

 

 A. Human wisdom sets itself against God’s wisdom. 

 

 B. Human wisdom is vain. 

 

 

(Job 5:13, 25-26; Psalm 94:7, 11; Isaiah 5:20-23; Romans 1:18-25; 2 Corinthians 10:5-6) 

 

 

 III. In order to keep the proper perspective, believers must remember God’s order (vs. 21b-23). 

 

 

 A. This world belongs to God and His people. 

 

 B. God’s people belong to God. 

 

 

(Romans 8:28-29; 1 Corinthians 15:54-57; Philippians 1:27; 4:4-6; 2 Peter 1:3-4) 

 

 

 

 

Scripture References and Notes 

 

1 Corinthians 1:10-13 
10 Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree and that there be no 

divisions among you, but that you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment. 11 For I have 

been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s people, that there are quarrels among you. 12 Now I 

mean this, that each one of you is saying, “I am of Paul,” and “I of Apollos,” and “I of Cephas,” and “I of 

Christ.” 13 Has Christ been divided? Paul was not crucified for you, was he? Or were you baptized in the name 

of Paul? 

 

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 



13 The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear God and keep His commandments, because this applies 

to every person. 14 For God will bring every act to judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it is good or 

evil. 

 

Proverbs 9:10 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, And the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. 

 

Psalm 111:10 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; A good understanding have all those who do His 

commandments; His praise endures forever. 

 

Proverbs 1:7 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; Fools despise wisdom and instruction. 

 

1 Corinthians 8:1-3 
1 Now concerning things sacrificed to idols, we know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge makes arrogant, 

but love edifies. 2 If anyone supposes that he knows anything, he has not yet known as he ought to know; 3 but if 

anyone loves God, he is known by Him. 

 

Galatians 6:3 

For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 

 

Isaiah 5:20-23 
20 Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who substitute darkness for light and light for darkness; Who 

substitute bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter! 21 Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes And clever in 

their own sight! 22 Woe to those who are heroes in drinking wine And valiant men in mixing strong drink, 
23 Who justify the wicked for a bribe, And take away the rights of the ones who are in the right! 

 

Romans 1:18-25 
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men 

who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because that which is known about God is evident within them; for 

God made it evident to them. 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power 

and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are 

without excuse. 21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they 

became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they became 

fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of 

birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures. 24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their 

hearts to impurity, so that their bodies would be dishonored among them. 25 For they exchanged the truth of God 

for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 

 

2 Corinthians 10:5-6 
5 We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we 

are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ, 6 and we are ready to punish all disobedience, 

whenever your obedience is complete. 

 

Job 5:13 

“He captures the wise by their own shrewdness, And the advice of the cunning is quickly thwarted. 

 

Job 5:26 
25 “You will know also that your descendants will be many, And your offspring as the grass of the earth. 26 “You 

will come to the grave in full vigor, Like the stacking of grain in its season. 

 



Psalm 94:7 

They have said, “The LORD does not see, Nor does the God of Jacob pay heed.” 

 

Psalm 94:11 

The LORD knows the thoughts of man, That they are a mere breath. 

 

Psalm 94:11 (KJV) 

The LORD knoweth the thoughts of man, that they are vanity. 

 

2 Peter 1:3-4 
3 …seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the 

true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. 4 For by these He has granted to us His 

precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having 

escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:54-57 
54 But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then 

will come about the saying that is written, “DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP in victory. 55 O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR 

VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?” 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the 

law; 57 but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Romans 8:28-29 
28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who 

are called according to His purpose. 29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed 

to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren… 

 

Romans 8:16-17 
16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of 

God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him. 

 

Philippians 4:4-6 
4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one 

faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all. 

 

Philippians 1:27 

Only conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or 

remain absent, I will hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the 

faith of the gospel… 

 


