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“The False Prophet and His Work” 

2 Peter 2:1-3 

 

 

 I. False prophets will advance a false doctrine (v. 1). 

 

 

 A. They identify themselves as being from within the people of God. 

 

 B. They teach destructive doctrines. 

 

 

(2 Corinthians 11:12-15; Jude 4, 12-13) 

 

 

 II. False prophets will oppose the truth of the Scriptures (v. 2). 

 

 

 A. They pervert morality. 

 

 B. They corrupt the truth. 

 

 

(Jeremiah 2:13; Jude 4, 16, 18; Revelation 2:20) 

 

 

 III. False prophets will take advantage of their followers (v. 3a). 

 

 

 

(Jeremiah 6:14; 8:8-9, 11; Matthew 10:28) 

 

 

 IV. False prophets will face a wrathful judgment (v. 3b). 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture References and Notes 

 

1 Timothy 4:16 

Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these things, for as you do this you will ensure 

salvation both for yourself and for those who hear you. 

 

John 8:31-32 
31 So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “If you continue in My word, then you are 

truly disciples of Mine; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 

 



Romans 1:16 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to 

the Jew first and also to the Greek. 

 

Jude 4, 12-13 
4 For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this 

condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and 

Lord, Jesus Christ. 
12 These are the men who are hidden reefs in your love feasts when they feast with you without fear, caring for 

themselves; clouds without water, carried along by winds; autumn trees without fruit, doubly 

dead, uprooted; 13 wild waves of the sea, casting up their own shame like foam; wandering stars, for whom the 

black darkness has been reserved forever. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:12-15 
12 But what I am doing I will continue to do, so that I may cut off opportunity from those who desire an 

opportunity to be regarded just as we are in the matter about which they are boasting. 13 For such men are false 

apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 14 No wonder, for even Satan disguises 

himself as an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants 

of righteousness, whose end will be according to their deeds. 

 

1 Timothy 4:1 

But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful 

spirits and doctrines of demons… 

 

secretly 

• παρεισάγω (pareisagó) 

• I bring in secretly, am at hand. 

• (from pará, "from close beside" and eiságō, "introduce") – properly, introduce from close beside, i.e. enter 

by stealth. 

 

2 Peter 2:1 (KJV) 

But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who 

privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves 

swift destruction. 

 

sensuality 

• ἀσέλγεια (aselgeia) 

• licentiousness, wantonness 

• (outrageous conduct, conduct shocking to public decency, a wanton violence), wantonness, lewdness. 

• (from aselgēs/"brutal") – properly, violent spite which rejects restraint and indulges in lawless insolence 

(wanton caprice). 

 

Jude 16, 18 
16 These are grumblers, finding fault, following after their own lusts; they speak arrogantly, flattering people for 

the sake of gaining an advantage. 
18 that they were saying to you, “In the last time there will be mockers, following after their own ungodly lusts.” 

 

Jeremiah 2:13 

“For My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, The fountain of living waters, To hew for 

themselves cisterns, Broken cisterns That can hold no water. 

 



KJV 

And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a 

long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not. 

 

Jeremiah 6:14 

“They have healed the brokenness of My people superficially, Saying, ‘Peace, peace,’ But there is no peace. 

 

Jeremiah 8:11 

“They heal the brokenness of the daughter of My people superficially, Saying, ‘Peace, peace,’ But there is no 

peace. 

 

Jeremiah 8:8-9 
8 “How can you say, ‘We are wise, And the law of the LORD is with us’? But behold, the lying pen of the scribes 

Has made it into a lie. 9 “The wise men are put to shame, They are dismayed and caught; Behold, they 

have rejected the word of the LORD, And what kind of wisdom do they have? 

 

Matthew 10:28 

Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy 

both soul and body in hell.  

 

2 Peter 3:14-18 
14 Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and 

blameless, 15 and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation; just as also our beloved brother Paul, according to 

the wisdom given him, wrote to you, 16 as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are 

some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the 

Scriptures, to their own destruction. 17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so 

that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own steadfastness, 18 but grow 

in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day 

of eternity. Amen. 

 

Acts 20:28-30 
28 Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to 

shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 29 I know that after my departure savage 

wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from among your own selves men will arise, 

speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. 

 

Matthew 7:15 

“Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 

 


