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“Be Wise How you Build on the Foundation” 

1 Corinthians 3:10-17 

 

 

 I. Believers must be careful how they live their life (vs. 10-11). 

 

 

 A. God, in His grace, has provided the foundation on which to build your life. 

 

 B. God’s foundation for living life is Jesus Christ. 

 

 

(Psalm 127:1-5; Matthew 6:19-21; Luke 12:16-21; 2 Corinthians 5:16-19; James 5:1-6) 

 

 

 II. The works that we do in our life are divided into two kinds (v. 12): 

 

 

 A. High-Quality (Of good worth) 

 

1. Follow His word. 

2. Do your work with the right motives. 

3. Be faithful to the service that He has placed you in. 

 

 B. No Value (Worthless) 

 

 

(Matthew 22:34-40; 25:14-30; Luke 6:46-49; Romans 8:18; 1 Corinthians 12:4-7, 11, 18; 13:1-3; 2 

Corinthians 4:17-18; 1 Peter 1:4-5) 

 

 

 III. We will appear before Christ to be judged for our works (vs. 13-17). 

 

 

 A. The believer who has lived a quality life for the Lord will receive a reward. 

 

 B. The believer who has not lived a quality life for the Lord will suffer loss. 

 

 C. The unbeliever who has not taken advantage of the opportunity for salvation will perish. 

 

 

(1 Corinthians 1:10-12) 

 

 

 

 

  



Scripture References and Notes 

 

James 5:1-6 
1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries which are coming upon you. 2 Your riches have rotted 

and your garments have become moth-eaten. 3 Your gold and your silver have rusted; and their rust will be a 

witness against you and will consume your flesh like fire. It is in the last days that you have stored up your 

treasure! 4 Behold, the pay of the laborers who mowed your fields, and which has been withheld by you, cries 

out against you; and the outcry of those who did the harvesting has reached the ears of the Lord of 

Sabaoth. 5 You have lived luxuriously on the earth and led a life of wanton pleasure; you have fattened your 

hearts in a day of slaughter. 6 You have condemned and put to death the righteous man; he does not resist you. 

 

Matthew 6:19-21 
19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in 

and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where 

thieves do not break in or steal; 21 for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 

Luke 12:16-21 
16 And He told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man was very productive. 17 And he began reasoning 

to himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no place to store my crops?’ 18 Then he said, ‘This is what I 

will do: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my 

goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years to come; take your 

ease, eat, drink and be merry.”’ 20 But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your soul is required of you; 

and now who will own what you have prepared?’ 21 So is the man who stores up treasure for himself, and is not 

rich toward God.” 

 

2 Corinthians 5:16-19 
16 Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to the flesh; even though we have known Christ 

according to the flesh, yet now we know Him in this way no longer. 17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a 

new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. 18 Now all  these things are from 

God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 namely, 

that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has 

committed to us the word of reconciliation. 

 

Psalm 127:1-5 
1 Unless the LORD builds the house, They labor in vain who build it; Unless the LORD guards the city, The 

watchman keeps awake in vain. 2 It is vain for you to rise up early, To retire late, To eat the bread of painful 

labors; For He gives to His beloved even in his sleep. 3 Behold, children are a gift of the LORD, The fruit of the 

womb is a reward. 4 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, So are the children of one’s youth. 5 How blessed is 

the man whose quiver is full of them; They will not be ashamed When they speak with their enemies in the gate. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:10 

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds 

in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 

 

Matthew 16:27 

For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and WILL THEN REPAY EVERY 

MAN ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS. 

 

Romans 8:18 

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be 

revealed to us. 

 



2 Corinthians 4:17-18 
17 For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all 

comparison, 18 while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the 

things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal. 

 

1 Peter 1:4-5 
4 …to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for 

you, 5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

 

2 Timothy 2:20-22 
20 Now in a large house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also vessels of wood and of earthenware, 

and some to honor and some to dishonor. 21 Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from these things, he will be a 

vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work. 22 Now flee from youthful lusts 

and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart. 

 

Luke 6:46-49 
46 “Why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? 47 Everyone who comes to Me and hears My 

words and acts on them, I will show you whom he is like: 48 he is like a man building a house, who dug deep 

and laid a foundation on the rock; and when a flood occurred, the torrent burst against that house and could not 

shake it, because it had been well built. 49 But the one who has heard and has not acted accordingly, is like a 

man who built a house on the ground without any foundation; and the torrent burst against it and immediately it 

collapsed, and the ruin of that house was great.” 

 

1 Corinthians 13:1-3 
1 If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or 

a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all 

faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 And if I give all my possessions to 

feed the poor, and if I surrender my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing. 

 

Matthew 22:34-40 
34 But when the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered themselves 

together. 35 One of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, 36 “Teacher, which is the great 

commandment in the Law?” 37 And He said to him, “‘YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR 

HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.’ 38 This is the great and foremost 

commandment. 39 The second is like it, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’ 40 On these two 

commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.” 

 

1 Corinthians 12:4-7, 11, 18 
4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are varieties of ministries, and the same 

Lord. 6 There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons. 7 But to each one is 

given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills. 
18 But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired. 

 

Matthew 25:14-30 
14 “For it is just like a man about to go on a journey, who called his own slaves and entrusted his possessions to 

them. 15 To one he gave five talents, to another, two, and to another, one, each according to his own ability; and 

he went on his journey. 16 Immediately the one who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and 

gained five more talents. 17 In the same manner the one who had received the two talents gained two more. 18 

But he who received the one talent went away, and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 
19 “Now after a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20 The one who had 

received the five talents came up and brought five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you entrusted five talents to 



me. See, I have gained five more talents.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You 

were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 
22 “Also the one who had received the two talents came up and said, ‘Master, you entrusted two talents to me. 

See, I have gained two more talents.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You were 

faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 24 “And the 

one also who had received the one talent came up and said, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping 

where you did not sow and gathering where you scattered no seed. 25 And I was afraid, and went away and hid 

your talent in the ground. See, you have what is yours.’ 26 “But his master answered and said to him, ‘You 

wicked, lazy slave, you knew that I reap where I did not sow and gather where I scattered no seed. 27 Then you 

ought to have put my money in the bank, and on my arrival I would have received my money back with 

interest. 28 Therefore take away the talent from him, and give it to the one who has the ten talents.’ 29 “For to 

everyone who has, more shall be given, and he will have an abundance; but from the one who does not have, 

even what he does have shall be taken away. 30 Throw out the worthless slave into the outer darkness; in that 

place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 

1 Corinthians 1:10-12 
10 Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree and that there be no 

divisions among you, but that you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment. 11 For I have 

been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s people, that there are quarrels among you. 12 Now I 

mean this, that each one of you is saying, “I am of Paul,” and “I of Apollos,” and “I of Cephas,” and “I of 

Christ.” 

 


