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“The Golden Rule of Living” 

Matthew 7:7-12 

 

 

 I. Rather than being judgmental, we should go to God in prayer (vs. 7-8). 

 

 

 A. We must go to God in prayer because He commands it. 

 

 

 B. We must go to God because He is the One who has what is needed. 

 

 

(Psalm 66:18; Isaiah 59:1-2; Luke 11:8-10; 18:1-8; James 4:2-3; 1 John 3:21-23) 

 

 

 II. Rather than trying to bring change ourselves, we should simply trust God (vs. 9-11). 

 

 

 A. God is good, and He cares for His children with perfect care. 

 

 

 B. God knows how to take care of every person. 

 

 

(Psalm 84:11; Ezekiel 18:23; 32; Matthew 10:29-31; Luke 11:12-13; Romans 8:32; Colossians 1:28-

29; James 1:17) 

 

 

 III. Rather than mistreating people, we should treat people the way we would want to be treated (v. 

12). 

 

 

 A. We should be selfless in the way we treat others. 

 

 

 B. When we love, we fulfill the Law. 

 

 

(Matthew 22:29; John 13:34-35; Romans 13:8-10; 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a; 16:14; Galatians 5:14; 

James 2:8) 

 

 

 

 

 

*Bold denotes Scriptures that were added after the message was delivered. 

 



Scripture References and Notes 

 

1 John 3:21-23 
21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; 22 and whatever we ask we 

receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do the things that are pleasing in His sight. 23 This 

is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He 

commanded us. 

 

Psalm 66:18 

If I regard wickedness in my heart, The Lord will not hear… 

 

Isaiah 59:1-3 
1 Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear so dull That it cannot hear. 
2 But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His 

face from you so that He does not hear. 

 

James 4:2-3 
2 You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. You are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. 

You do not have because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so 

that you may spend it on your pleasures. 

 

Colossians 1:9-12 
9 For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may 

be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so that you will walk in a 

manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the 

knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all 

steadfastness and patience; joyously 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the 

inheritance of the saints in Light. 

 

Luke 18:1-8 
1 Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to pray and not to lose heart, 2 saying, 

“In a certain city there was a judge who did not fear God and did not respect man. 3 There was a widow in that 

city, and she kept coming to him, saying, ‘Give me legal protection from my opponent.’ 4 For a while he was 

unwilling; but afterward he said to himself, ‘Even though I do not fear God nor respect man, 5 yet because this 

widow bothers me, I will give her legal protection, otherwise by continually coming she will wear me out.’” 
6 And the Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge said; 7 now, will not God bring about justice for His elect 

who cry to Him day and night, and will He delay long over them? 8 I tell you that He will bring about justice for 

them quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on the earth?” 

 

Luke 11:8-10 
8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his 

persistence he will get up and give him as much as he needs. 9 “So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; 

seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks, receives; and he who 

seeks, finds; and to him who knocks, it will be opened. 

 

Colossians 1:28-29 
28 We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we 

may present every man complete in Christ. 29 For this purpose also I labor, striving according to His 

power, which mightily works within me. 

 

Luke 11:12 

Or if he is asked for an egg, he will not give him a scorpion, will he? 



 

Ezekiel 18:23, 32 
23 Do I have any pleasure in the death of the wicked,” declares the Lord GOD, “rather than that he 

should turn from his ways and live? 
32 For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone who dies,” declares the Lord GOD. “Therefore, repent 

and live.” 

 

Luke 11:13 

If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly 

Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?” 

 

Psalm 84:11 

For the LORD God is a sun and shield; The LORD gives grace and glory; No good thing does He withhold from 

those who walk uprightly. 

 

James 1:17 

Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with 

whom there is no variation or shifting shadow. 

 

Romans 8:32 

He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely 

give us all things? 

 

Matthew 10:29-31 
29 Are not two sparrows sold for a cent? And yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your 

Father. 30 But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 So do not fear; you are more valuable than many 

sparrows. 

 

Matthew 22:39 

The second is like it, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’ 

 

John 13:34-35 
34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love 

one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

 

1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 
4 Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, 5 does not act 

unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, 6 does not 

rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 

endures all things. 8 Love never fails… 

 

Galatians 5:14 

For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.”  

 

Romans 13:8-10 
8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law. 9 For 

this, “YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, YOU SHALL NOT MURDER, YOU SHALL NOT STEAL, YOU SHALL NOT 

COVET,” and if there is any other commandment, it is summed up in this saying, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR 

NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 

 

James 2:8 



If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the Scripture, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS 

YOURSELF,” you are doing well.  

 

1 Corinthians 16:14 

Let all that you do be done in love. 

 


