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“So That You May Know” 

1 John 1:1-4 

 

 

 I. The Scriptures are based upon real people and events (v. 1). 

 

 

 A. History confirms that John the Apostle was a real person. 

 B. John testifies that Jesus was a real, physical person. 

 

(Luke 24:39; John 13:23, 25; John 21:20) 

 

 

 II. The testimony of the Scriptures is that Jesus is the source of eternal life (v. 2). 

 

 

God revealed Jesus to all who were willing to see. 

 

 

 

 III. The testimony of the Scriptures is given so that all may come to know about Jesus (vs. 3-4). 

 

 

 A. Jesus brings fellowship between believers. 

 B. Jesus brings fellowship between God and believers. 

 

 

(2 Corinthians 6:14-16) 

 

 

 

Scripture References and Notes 

 

Luke 24:39 

See My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself; touch Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as 

you see that I have.” 

 

1 John 13:23 

There was reclining on Jesus’ bosom one of His disciples, whom Jesus loved. 

 

1 John 13:25 

He, leaning back thus on Jesus’ bosom, said to Him, “Lord, who is it?” 

 

John 21:20 

Peter, turning around, saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them; the one who also had leaned back on 

His bosom at the supper and said, “Lord, who is the one who betrays You?” 

 

manifest 

• φανερόω (phaneroó) 



• I make clear (visible, manifest), make known. 

• properly, illumine, make manifest (visible); (figuratively) make plain, in open view; to become apparent 

("graspable"). 

 

fellowship 

• κοινωνία (koinónia) 

• (lit: partnership) (a) contributory help, participation, (b) sharing in, communion, (c) spiritual fellowship, a 

fellowship in the spirit. 

• (a feminine noun) – properly, what is shared in common as the basis of fellowship(partnership, community). 

 

2 Corinthians 6:14-16 
14 Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what 

fellowship has light with darkness? 15 Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in 

common with an unbeliever? 16 Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple 

of the living God; just as God said, “I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM; AND I WILL BE THEIR 

GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE. 

 

 

New Testament Books Cited by Early Church Fathers 

 Clement Ignatius Polycarp 

(Rome, 35-99 A.D.) (Smyrna, 35-108 A.D.) (Smyrna, 69-156 A.D.) 

 Matthew Matthew Matthew 

 Mark Mark Mark 

 Luke Luke Luke 

 Romans John John 

 1 Corinthians Acts Acts 

 Ephesians Romans Romans 

 1 Timothy 1 Corinthians 1 Corinthians 

 Titus 2 Corinthians 2 Corinthians 

 Hebrews Galatians Galatians 

 James Ephesians Ephesians 

 1 Peter Philippians Philippians 

 Colossians Colossians 

 1 Thessalonians 2 Thessalonians 

 1 Timothy 1 Timothy 

 2 Timothy 2 Timothy 

 Titus Hebrews 

 Philemon 1 Peter 

 Hebrews 1 John 

 James 

 1 Peter 

 2 Peter 

 1 John 

 3 John 

 Revelation 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Various References to Jesus Christ from Non-Christian Sources 

 

Consequently, to get rid of the report, Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most exquisite tortures on a 

class hated for their abominations, called Christians by the populace. Christus, from whom the name had its 

origin, suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our procurators, 

Pontius Pilatus, and a most mischievous superstition, thus checked for the moment, again broke out not 

only in Judaea, the first source of the evil, but even in Rome, where all things hideous and shameful from 

every part of the world find their centre and become popular. Accordingly, an arrest was first made of all 

who pleaded guilty; then, upon their information, an immense multitude was convicted, not so much of the 

crime of firing the city, as of hatred against mankind. Mockery of every sort was added to their deaths. 

Covered with the skins of beasts, they were torn by dogs and perished, or were nailed to crosses, or were 

doomed to the flames and burnt, to serve as a nightly illumination, when daylight had expired. 

Tacitus, Annals, 15.44. 

 
“As the Jews were making constant disturbances at the instigation of Chrestus, he expelled them from Rome.” 

Suetonius, Life of Claudius, 25.4. 

 

“Punishment by Nero was inflicted on the Christians, a class of men given to a new and mischievous 

superstition.” 

Suetonius, Lives of the Caesars, 26.2. 

 

“At this time there was a wise man who was called Jesus.  And his conduct was good, and he was known to 

be virtuous.  And many people from among the Jews and the other nations became his disciples. Pilate 

condemned him to be crucified and to die. And those who had become his disciples did not abandon his 

discipleship. They reported that he had appeared to them after his crucifixion and that he was alive; 

accordingly, he was perhaps the Messiah concerning whom the prophets have recounted wonders.” 

Josephus, Annals, 18.3. 

 

 

Possessed of such a character, Ananus thought that he had a favourable opportunity because Festus was 

dead and Albinus was still on the way. And so he convened the judges of the Sanhedrin and brought before 

them a man named James, the brother of Jesus who was called the Christ, and certain others. 

Josephus, Annals. 

 

The Athenians experienced famine and judgment for putting Socrates to death. The people of Samos were 

overwhelmed by the sea for burning Pythagoras. The Jews in executing their wise King were ruined and 

driven from their land and now live in complete dispersion. 

Mara bar Serapion 

 

“On the eve of the Passover Yeshua was hanged. For forty days before the execution took place, a herald 

went forth and cried, ‘He is going forth to be stoned because he has practised sorcery and enticed Israel to 

apostasy. Any one who can say anything in his favour, let him come forward and plead on his behalf.’ But 

since nothing was brought forward in his favour he was hanged on the eve of the Passover!” 

Talmud: Sanhedrin 

 

“In our broad places: may we produce no son or pupil who disgraces himself in public like the Nazarene.” 

Talmud: Berakot 

 

“It is evident that we do not learn a great deal about Jesus of Nazareth from sources outside the New 

Testament. The non-Christian sources establish beyond reasonable doubt the following minimum: (1) Jesus 



was truly a historical person. This may seem silly to stress, but through the years some have denied that 

Jesus ever lived. The nonbiblical sources put such nonsense to rest. (2) Jesus lived in Palestine in the first 

century of our era. (3) The Jewish leadership was involved in the death of Jesus. (4) Jesus was crucified by 

the Romans under the governorship of Pontius Pilate. (5) Jesus’ ministry was associated with 

wonders/sorcery.” 
Robert H. Stein, Jesus the Messiah: A study of the Life of Christ. 

 

 
I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him: “I’m ready to 

accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept His claim to be God.” That is the one thing we must not 

say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He 

would either be a lunatic – on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg – or else he would be the Devil 

of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God: or else a mad man or 

something worse. You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall 

at His feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us not come with any patronising nonsense about His being a 

great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to. 

– C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity. 

 

 

He was born in an obscure village, the child of a peasant. He grew up in another village, where he 

worked in a carpenter hop until he was 30. Then, for three years, he was an itinerant preacher. 

He never wrote a book. He never held an office. He never had a family or owned a home. He didn’t go 

to college. He never lived in a big city. He never traveled [over] 200 miles from the place where he was born. 

He did none of the things that usually accompany greatness. He had no credentials but himself. 

He was only 33 when the tide of public opinion turned against him. His friends ran away. One of them 

denied him. He was turned over to his enemies and went through the mockery of a trial. He was nailed to a 

cross between two thieves. While he was dying, his executioners gambled for his garments, the only property he 

had on earth. When he was dead, he was laid in a borrowed grave, through the pity of a friend. 

[Twenty] centuries have come and gone, and today he is the central figure of the human race. I am 

well within the mark when I say that all the armies that ever marched, all the navies that ever sailed, all the 

parliaments that ever sat, all the kings that ever reigned – put together – have not affected the life of man on this 

earth as much as that one, solitary life. 

 

– James Allan Francis 

 


