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“The Power of Receiving the True Gospel” 

Galatians 1:11-24 
 
 
 I. Paul defends his genuine calling to be an apostle (vs. 11-12). 
 
 A. Paul asserts that he did not receive his message from any man. 
 B. Paul claims that he received his message directly through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 II. Paul used his testimony to validate his claim (vs. 13-24). 
 
 A. Paul described his life before he met Jesus. 
 B. Paul described how he surrendered his life to Christ. 
 C. Paul described his life after he met Jesus. 
 

(Acts 8:3; 9:1-2, 3-6, 19, 22-30; 26:4-18; 1 Corinthians 1:1; 11:32-33; Philippians 3:4-11) 
 
 
 III. When someone is born again, there is a noticeable change that occurs in the life of that person. 
 
 A. A saved person becomes a new creature. 
 B. A saved person begins a journey serving the Lord. 
 

 
(2 Corinthians 5:17-20; Ephesians 2:8-10) 

 
 

Scripture References and Notes 
 
 
 
Acts 8:3 
But Saul began ravaging the church, entering house after house, and dragging off men and women, he would 
put them in prison. 
 
Acts 9:1-2 
1 Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest, 2 and 
asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, both 
men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 
 
Acts 26:4-11 
4 “So then, all Jews know my manner of life from my youth up, which from the beginning was spent among my 
own nation and at Jerusalem; 5 since they have known about me for a long time, if they are willing to testify, 
that I lived as a Pharisee according to the strictest sect of our religion. 6 And now I am standing trial for the 
hope of the promise made by God to our fathers; 7 the promise to which our twelve tribes hope to attain, as they 
earnestly serve God night and day. And for this hope, O King, I am being accused by Jews. 8 Why is it 
considered incredible among you people if God does raise the dead? 9 “So then, I thought to myself that I had to 
do many things hostile to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10 And this is just what I did in Jerusalem; not only did 



I lock up many of the saints in prisons, having received authority from the chief priests, but also when they were 
being put to death I cast my vote against them. 11 And as I punished them often in all the synagogues, I tried to 
force them to blaspheme; and being furiously enraged at them, I kept pursuing them even to foreign cities. 
 
destroy 

 πορθέω (portheo) 
 attack and cause complete destruction, pillage, make havoc of, destroy annihilate 

 
Philippians 3:4-11 
4 although I myself might have confidence even in the flesh. If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the 
flesh, I far more: 5 circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of 
Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in 
the Law, found blameless. 
7 But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 More than 
that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I 
have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, 9 and may be found in 
Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, 10 that I may know Him and the power of His 
resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11 in order that I may attain to 
the resurrection from the dead. 
 
extremely zealous 
ζηλωτής (zelotes) 

1. one who is earnestly committed to a side or cause, enthusiast, adherent, loyalist 
2. an ultranationalist, patriot, zealot 
3. a person with zealous enthusiasm who (literally) "boils over with passion" 

 
1 Corinthians 1:1 
Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother… 
 

 Acts 9:3-6  
3 As he was traveling, it happened that he was approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed 
around him; 4 and he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting 
Me?” 5 And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” And He said, “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting, 6 but get up 
and enter the city, and it will be told you what you must do.” 
 
Acts 26:12-18 
12 “While so engaged as I was journeying to Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief priests, 
13 at midday, O King, I saw on the way a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining all around me and 
those who were journeying with me. 14 And when we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me 
in the Hebrew dialect, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’ 
15 And I said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And the Lord said, ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting. 16 But get up and 
stand on your feet; for this purpose I have appeared to you, to appoint you a minister and a witness not only to 
the things which you have seen, but also to the things in which I will appear to you; 17 rescuing you from the 
Jewish people and from the Gentiles, to whom I am sending you, 18 to open their eyes so that they may turn 
from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an 
inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.’ 
 
Acts 9:19 
19 and he took food and was strengthened. Now for several days he was with the disciples who were at 
Damascus, 20 and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 



 
Acts 9:22-25  
22 But Saul kept increasing in strength and confounding the Jews who lived at Damascus by proving that this 
Jesus is the Christ. 23 When many days had elapsed, the Jews plotted together to do away with him, 24 but their 
plot became known to Saul. They were also watching the gates day and night so that they might put him to 
death; 25 but his disciples took him by night and let him down through an opening in the wall, lowering him in a 
large basket. 
 
1 Corinthians 11:32-33  
32 In Damascus the ethnarch under Aretas the king was guarding the city of the Damascenes in order to seize 
me, 33 and I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall, and so escaped his hands. 
 
Acts 9:26-30 
26 When he came to Jerusalem, he was trying to associate with the disciples; but they were all afraid of him, not 
believing that he was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took hold of him and brought him to the apostles and described 
to them how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that He had talked to him, and how at Damascus he had 
spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus. 28 And he was with them, moving about freely in Jerusalem, speaking 
out boldly in the name of the Lord. 29 And he was talking and arguing with the Hellenistic Jews; but they were 
attempting to put him to death. 30 But when the brethren learned of it, they brought him down to Caesarea and 
sent him away to Tarsus. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17-20 
17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have 
come. 18 Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation, 19 namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God. 
good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them. 
 
Ephesians 2:8-10 
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a 
result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them. 
 
 




